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The Lenten season is one in which Methodists traditionally reach out to 
win others for Christ. The Week of Evangelism is one means by which men 
may be won. Special services will also help serve this need and deepen the 
devotional life of Christians who are already committed. 


Week of Evangelism. (March 2, Day of Witnessing; calling to continue 
during week; March 9, Victory Sunday.) 


World Service Sunday. The total cause of World Service is subject of the 
Fourth Sunday leaflet. Use of the leaflet will help prepare a church to meet 
its year’s apportionment in full by the end of May. 


Easter 


National Christian College Day. This day, observed interdenominationally, 
has new significance during The Methodist Church’s Emphasis on Christian 
Higher Education. 


World Service Sunday. The World Service leaflet tells of the service being 
rendered through lay speaking, a project of the Board of Lay Activities. 


May Fellowship Day. Sponsored by United Church Women to provide fel- 
lowship across denominational lines for women of the churches. 


National Family Week. 


Children’s Day. Set by General Conference as the first Sunday of National 
Family Week. Recommended as a day to call the attention of all church 
members to the work being done in Christian education of children and 
their responsibilities for it. 


Festival of the Christian Home—the church observance parallel to Mother’s 
Day. 


Rural Life Sunday. A day dedicated to the values of rural living and the 
work of the rural church—but it may be observed by city churches as well 
as those in the country. 


Aldersgate Sunday. The Sunday before the anniversary of John Wesley’s 
conversion experience is an appropriate day for evangelism. 


World Service Sunday. The World Service leaflet tells of our church’s 
ministry to children in need through homes and service agencies. 


Pentecost. This day, in remembrance of the Pentecost experience of the 
apostles, is sometimes called the “birthday of the church.” Many churches 
receive members on this day. 


Methodist Student Day. This special day recognizes students who are 
within the church fellowship and provides for an offering for student loans 
and scholarships. 


World Service Sunday. The leaflet prepared for this day tells how our 
church is meeting the need for higher education with spiritual depth. 


* Observance set by General Conference. 











Bulletin Liners 


by Roy L. Smith 





The most important news is seldom 


& PSR Jae mae to be found on the front page. 


VOLUME 2, NUMBER 3 ~ MARCH 1958 Some men’s religion consists of the 
things they do not do. 





There are those Christians who are 
excellent bookkeepers until it comes 


Just Out—New Publications for the Work of the Church time to figure out God’s share of their 
income. 


Tue Metnopist Story’s Second Year No man is really a Christian until 
he shares Christ’s concern for the 


How They Are Using Tue Metruopist Story whole world. 


Enthusiasm is no substitute for ex- 
The Partnership of Life, by Glenn F. Sanford perience. 


A sermon should be judged not by 
its length, but by its depth. 


Family Romance, by Hazen G. Werner 


Projects for Methodist Men in 1958 Fourteen Methodist churches in 
Alaska are in the process of building 


YOUR CHURCH—Program Planning Section or remodeling their plants. 


The atomic age has not made any- 
It Pays to Plan for Church Extension, by Frank S. Williams thing moral that was immoral. 
The church that does not defend 


Summer Projects for Students the Sabbath is sealing its own doom. 


There are 285,000 churches belong- 
ing to 252 religious bodies in the 
United States, yet 58 per cent of the 
Story of the Month people are unreached by any church. 


On a Wide Circuit, by W. W. Reid 


Any man who has had a real re- 
ligious experience and is willing to 
tell about it can become an effective 
personal evangelist. 


Loan Library 


Benevolence Report 


It Worked for Us! The man who is not learning is not 
growing. 


The Goodwill Industries last year 
paid out $1,250,000 per month in op- 
portunity wages to the handicapped. 
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A potluck supper is a good thing, 


but it can never be any real substitute 
O. L. Smmpson, consulting editor for a church at prayer. 


ames L. Riepy, production manager ' ; i 
J des True leadership consists of persuad- 


Member Associated Church Press ing, not forcing people, to follow. 
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Wipentnc Horizons (Vol. 3 in the 
History of Methodist Missions), by 
Wade Crawford Barclay. Board of 
Missions. $4.50. 


Publication of Widening Horizons 
brings to the church the results of the 
third phase of Dr. Barclay’s research on 
the history of Methodist missions. It 
covers the period of 1845 to 1895. 

The new volume begins with a sur- 
vey of the changing structure of Ameri- 
can society during the period under 
study and the challenge that these 
changes brought to the church. It tells 
how the new missionary outreach be- 
gan first within the annual conferences 
in an effort to minister to the unreached 
areas or adjacent territory. Missionary 
societies were formed and special mis- 
sions dispatched to Oregon, California 
and other parts of the great West. 

Next comes the thrilling tale of for- 
eign missions. That story starts with 
China and goes on to India and Ma- 
laysia, then to Japan and Korea, and 
next to South America and Mexico. A 
separate chapter is given to Africa and 
another to Europe. 

The 10 chapters of Vol. 3 total 1,200 
pages, including 80 pages of references, 
20 pages of bibliography and 44 pages 
of index. The book contains many his- 
torical incidents which will spark a 
sermon or catch the imagination of a lay 
reader. 

Order from: Board of Missions, 150 
Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y., or the 
Methodist Publishing House branch 
serving your territory. 


Lenten Mareriats. Board of Evange- 
lism. Prices as indicated. 


The Tidings Department of the Board 
of Evangelism has produced several new 
items which, though designed for use 
at any time, are especially useful during 
Lent. 

Prayer Diary—A “how” book for use 
in personal prayer life. It provides space 
for a prayer theme and notes for each 
week of the year. Also included for each 
week are a prayer Scripture and a “Rain- 


bow Gem.” The 52 “Rainbow Gems” 
2 


new 
publications 
for the 
work of 
the church 


are short inspirational poems composed 
by the late Winifred Celeste Krom of 
Chicago. There are several pages of 
prayer aids and suggestions. 50¢; 6 for 
$2; quantity prices on request. 

Experiencing the Christian Faith—A 
book by Howard L. Stimmel, intended 
for use by individuals. The author de- 
scribes ways in which the spiritual life 
can be made more real. Chapters deal 
with experiencing the presence of God, 
the power of prayer, the process of salva- 
tion, concern for persons and the prom- 
ise of eternal life. 50¢; 35¢ each in lots 
of 12 or more. 

Self-Help for Church Members—This 
booklet by Ray W. Ragsdale is a revision 
of his popular Self-Help for New Mem- 
bers. It has been adapted for use with 
all church members. Among other sub- 
jects, it has helpful discussions on church- 
going, the Bible, prayer and stewardship. 
15¢; 10¢ each in lots of 12 or more. 

Since God Answers Prayer, by Fred 
Cloud, and Strengthening Our Faith in 
God, by N. Ellsworth Curtis—two new 
tracts. The first deals with attitudes 
toward prayer and the second with fam- 
ily religion, public worship, prayer and 
continual witnessing as factors in spir- 
itual strength. 100 for $2. 

Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


INTRODUCING THE WeEKkpAyY CHuRCH 
Scuoot. Division of Christian Edu- 
cation, National Council of Churches. 
15¢. 


This 16-page booklet is a basic docu- 
ment for persons interested in “released 
time” or other weekday programs of 
Christian education. It is a service bulle- 
tin produced by the Committee on 
Weekday Religious Education of the 
NCC. 

The booklet is recommended by the 
Rev. Thomas J. Van Loon of the Meth- 
odist Board of Education as “the best 
brief marshaling of information needed 
for starting such a program.” 

Order from: Office of Publication and 
Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, 120 E. 23rd St., New York 
10, N.Y. 


Weexpay Cuurcw Scuoot Texts 
(catalog). Co-operative Publication 
Association. Free. 

This is a catalog of texts for weekday 
classes in religion. The texts have been 
produced by co-operating denominations 
on the basis of outlines from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. Texts are 
listed in four fields. 

Order catalog from: Co-operative Pub- 
lication Association, Box 179, Beau- 
mont and Pine Blvd., St. Louis 3, Mo. 
Order texts from the Methodist Pub- 
lishing House branch serving your terri- 
tory. 


Joun Q. Scutster Grapuate Awarps 
Cleaflet). Division of Educational In- 
stitutions. Free. 


This single-page leaflet gives informa- 
tion necessary to applicants for the John 
Q. Schisler Graduate Awards. The 
awards are to help young people prepare 
for leadership in Christian education. The 
application deadline is Apr. 15. 

Order from: Department of Student 
Loans and Scholarships, Methodist Board 
of Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 
2, Tenn. 


Nationat Worx Camps 
Cleaflet). 


Tue 1958 
FoR Metnopisr Youru 
Board of Education. Free. 


This four-page announcement _in- 
cludes information on three Methodist 
work camps for June and July of this 
year and the application blank. Applica- 
tion deadline is May 1. 

Useful in connection with this an- 
nouncement is the duplicated Statement 
of Policy and Principles on Voluntary 
Service for Seniors and Older Youth in 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship. 

Order from: Youth Department, Board 
of Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 


Tenn. 


1958 Prayer CaLtenpAr. Woman’s Di- 
vision of Christian Service and Divi- 
sion of World Missions. 60¢; three for 
$1.50. 


Day by day, throughout the year, this 
little book reminds its readers to pray for 
Methodist missionaries and leaders in the 
administration of the Methodist mission 
program. Also listed are schools, in- 
stitutions and other mission projects. 

The Prayer Calendar is suggested for 
personal devotions, along with The 
Upper Room, for prayer groups, and with 
organizations. 

Along with the calendar, the book 
contains a directory of all missionaries of 
the two sponsoring divisions. 

Order from: Literature Headquarters, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati 37, 
Ohio. 
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Suggest Films for Lent 


Six films have been recommended for 
showing during Lent this year in con- 
nection with the four-year Emphasis on 
the Local Church. 

“Christian Consecration” is the theme 
of the Lenten period this year with the 
emphasis upon the development of the 
individual church member. 

All films listed are available from 
branches of the Methodist Publishing 
House. They are as follows: 

Second Chance. A housewife receives 
a second chance to dedicate her life to 
her home and church. 16 mm, black- 
and-white, 70 minutes. Rental $15. 

It Happened in Ionia. A church de- 
velops a workable training program for 
and recruitment of church workers. 16 
mm, black-and-white, 30 minutes. Rental 
$6. 

Reply to Reality. A dramatic portrayal 
of the needs of the mission field and 
the opportunities offered by mission work. 
16 mm, black-and-white, 30 minutes. 
Rental $8. 

Ceiling 5,000. A factory worker learns 
that man may serve God with many 
different talents. 16 mm, black-and-white, 
28 minutes. Rental $8. 

Personal Item. A young housewife 
learns the true meaning of tithing. 16 
mm, black-and-white, 17 minutes. Rental 
$4. 

Secret of the Gift. An usher reflects 
on the many reasons why different people 
give to the church. 16 mm, black-and- 
white, 30 minutes. Rental $8. 


Prepare Radio Programs 


A series of 15 transcribed programs 
for radio use during Holy Week have 
been prepared by The Upper Room 
Radio-TV Parish. These programs will 
be carried by approximately 1,000 radio 
stations. 

The Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, pastor 
of Christ Church, New York city, will 
do the narration. The music will be by 
The Upper Room choirs. Accompani- 
ment will be by organ and strings, 
including a harp. The programs were 
produced at the Protestant Radio Center 
in Atlanta, Ga. 

For information regarding the series, 
write The Upper Room Radio Parish, 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Devotions for Mass Media 


A free service for daily and weekly 
newspapers, radio and television stations 
is available from The Upper Room. 

Approximately 500 weekly newspapers 
carry a devotion from The Upper Room 
in each issue. The heading furnished for 
the series carries copyright clearance. 
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Newspapers using the service receive a 
free subscription to the devotional guide 
and also a typed script for ease in type- 
setting. 

Nearly 100 daily newspapers carry 
the Bible verse and prayer from The 
Upper Room each day. This is also free 
to papers. 

Radio stations use the 20-second pro- 
grams consisting of a “Thought for the 
Day” and a Bible verse. The programs 


are offered to stations in script form. 

Television stations may also have the 
20-second “Thought for the Day” fea- 
tures. Included are two or three slides 
to be shown while the “Thought” and 
Bible verse are read. 

Church members wishing to contact 
newspapers or stations regarding the use 
of these services may obtain additional 
information from The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 





The March World Service leaflet features .. . 


METHODIST WORLD SERVICE 


Purpose—To provide Methodists with a co-ordinated plan for steady financial 
support for the basic work of agencies carrying out benevolent, 
missionary, education and service programs in behalf of our church. 


Leadership—Direction of the World Service program stems from General 
Conference, which once every four years sets the annual World 
Service budget and fixes the ratios for dividing the money given. 
Administration is by the Council on World Service and Finance, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, president, the Rev. Thomas B. Lugg, 
general secretary and treasurer. 


Where Gifts Come From—Every Methodist church has an apportionment 
for “World Service and conference benevolences.” After voting its 
“acceptance” in quarterly conference, the church pays on it 
regularly to the conference treasurer. The annual conference deter- 
mines what portion of this money the treasurer retains for confer- 
ence benevolences and how much he forwards to the general 
treasurer for World Service. (Consult conference journal for this 
ratio in your own annual conference.) 


What the Money Does—World Service gifts provide the basic budgets for 
nearly all general-church Methodist agencies—the total income for 
most of them. (In the case of missions, World Service income is 
augmented by Advance Specials.) 

How the Money Is Split—The following are the percentages for dividing 
World Service funds: Board of Missions (world and national) 
61.43%; Board of Education 14.46%; ministerial education 11.33%; 
Board of Evangelism 2.22%; Board of Temperance 1.31%; Board 
of Lay Activities 1.81%; Television, Radio and Film Commission 
1.81%; Board of Hospitals and Homes 1.13%; American Bible 
Society 1.13%; Board of World Peace .91%; Board of Social and 
Economic Relations .82%; Scarritt College .68%; Christian higher 
education .46%. Fixed amounts (paid before division above) : Board 
of Pensions $200,000; deaconesses’ pensions $45,000; American Uni- 
versity $100,000; School of International Service (American Uni- 
versity) $250,000. 

Annual Budget—$12,200,000. (Toward this, the church actually gave $11,- . 
819,125 in 1956-57. Fiscal year 1957-58 ends May 31.) 

For more facts about World Service, write for: 

e Go Ye Therefore (leaflet for March, available in quantities for free distri- 
bution); Here Are the Answers (new revised edition of World Service 
fact booklet, available in quantities for free distribution); World Service 
Agencies of The Methodist Church (free); The Church Beyond Our 
Window, color-sound filmstrip, purchase $6, free loan from district super- 
intendent. Order from Commission on Promotion and Cultivation, 740 


Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
World Service topic for April: Lay Activities 
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THE METHODIST STORY’s 


Second Year 


For a full year Methodist leaders in 
40,000 churches have been receiving 
Tue Mertnopist Story as their vital 
program aid. 

As we enter the second year for 
the official program journal of our 
church, the editor, publisher and staff 
pledge themselves again to your serv- 
ice. 

A year ago in our maiden issue we 
promised two things: to help build 
the program of each local church with 
information and _ ideas, and _ to 
strengthen support for church-wide 


benevolences by telling the story of 
what the church is doing. 

It is to do these same jobs in ways 
that are ever more interesting and 
more useful to you that we rededicate 
ourselves now. 


Our first year's covers, reproduced 
here, recall how we have served since 
March of 1957. Behind these covers 
you have found help for many of your 
month-to-month activities: Rally Day 
. .. Commitment Day . . . Race Rela- 
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tions Sunday. Evangelistic programs 
. . . the Every Member Canvass . . . 
Week of Dedication. You have found 
many features on far-flung Methodist 
work that is an extension of the help- 
ing arm of every church member: 
mission work in the four Lands of 
Decision . . . the work done by our 
Advance Special dollars . . . our 
church’s program in race relations . . . 
our ministry through the television 
screen. 

But more. There have been special 
features on the two emphases for 1956- 
60, Christian Higher Education and 
the Local Church. There have been 
suggestions on church building and 
financial campaigns and action projects 
on temperance and other social issues. 

Most important of all, THe Metn- 
opist Story has kept you and other 
Methodist leaders informed of the 
church program as it develops, through 
the monthly Looking Ahead and 
through the summer publication of 
Church Program Information, 1957- 
58. 

Add to these the monthly communi- 
qués for chairmen of the commissions 
and committees and the regular idea 
exchanges. 


Looking ahead on our own part, we 
plan to continue all of these serv- 
ices. Right now a professional survey 
organization is making a study to ad- 
vise the staff as to what features are 


serving you best and what you would 
like to have done differently. 

We'll bring you Church Program 
Information again for 1958-59 (slated 
for June publication), and the Septem- 
ber program planning issue will be 
packed with information for long- 
range thinking by your church plan- 
ning conference. 

Here are some other things in store: 
A special April issue featuring the 
Year of Expansion in the Local 
Church Emphasis; in October, notes 
on what is being done in the field of 
Bible study, with resource lists; a con- 
tinuous series of articles on work in 
mission fields at home and overseas, 
useful in cultivating gifts for missions 
and in choosing projects for Advance 
Specials. 


That is what the staff is attempting to 

do for you. What are you doing for 
yourself in putting THe Mertnopist 
Story to use? 

Do you, as an official, use the fea- 
tures that apply to your work in the 
church? As pastor, do you see that the 
names and addresses of officials are 
reported at quarterly conference and 
that THe Meruopisr Story is noti- 
fied of changes midyear? 

See at right the list of persons who 
are entitled to receive THe Metuoptst 
Story ex officio. Every person holding 
one of these offices in a Methodist 
church should be getting it. 





For suggestions of ways to make 
full use of THe Mernopist Srory, 
see the brochure mailed in January 
to all subscribers. (If you failed to re- 
ceive one, write for a copy.) See also 
the ideas on the next page. 


And so we conclude a chapter of THe 
Metnopist Story and begin a new 
chapter in the thrilling, timeless story 
of Methodist service to Christ. 

The type may sometimes be blurred 
and the storyteller may sometimes 
stumble over a word, but the Story is 
greater than he who tells it or than 
the page on which it is printed. May 
God bless all who help to create the 
matchless story of our church’s service 
and may He guide us who humbly try 
to tell it. 


Church Officials Entitled to Get 
THE METHODIST STORY 


Pastor 

Lay Leader 

Church School Superintendent 
Director of Christian Education 
Chairman of Commission on . . 
. . Education 

. . Membership and Evangelism 
. . Missions 

. . Stewardship and Finance 

. . Christian Social Relations 


How They Are Using-- 
THE METHODIST STORY 


Many ways to apply THe Mernop- 
ist Srory to the more effective opera- 
tion of the church have been found by 
ministers and laymen during the first 
year. 

Here are some of the ideas. 


Some churches have given the help 
of Tue Mernopist Srory to other 
leaders beyond the nine who receive it 
without charge. Zoar Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., has taken out paid sub- 
scriptions for its entire ofhcial board— 
37 persons. A larger number of 
churches have subscribed for entire 
commissions, most frequently the com- 
mission on membership and evan- 
gelism. Among churches that have 
bought Tue Mernopist Srory for all 
members of this commission are Gold- 
envale, Wash., Whitehall Church, 
Columbus, Ohio, and Asbury Church, 
Arnold, Md. 


A pastor in Holston Conference uses 
Tue Mernopistr Story, especially the 
Your Church section, for a “pastor's 
cabinet” meeting each month. The 
commission chairmen and other key 
leaders meet with the pastor once a 
month, Mernopist Story in hand, 
to discuss current program plans and 
opportunities. 


Smith Memorial Church, Collins- 
ville, Va., has a policy committee that 
meets regularly prior to the commission 
meetings to “digest into our local situa- 
tion the current material in Tue 
Mertuopist Story,” according to the 
Rev. Robert H. Martin, pastor. 


The Rev. Harry O. Ritter sees to it 


6 


that commission chairmen of Metro- 
politan Memorial Church, Kansas City, 
Kan., know about items in THe Mertu- 
opist Story of special interest to them 
in their work. He writes to them 
each month, calling their attention to 
features he believes to be important to 
them. 

Here’s what he wrote to his commis- 
sion on missions chairman in Decem- 


ber: 


Dear Mrs. Burriss: 

I am finding the publication, THE 
Mertnuopist Story, becoming of in- 
creasing value to my ministry as a 
medium to keep me on my toes in the 
areas of the four commissions. I am 
wondering if you know a binder is 
available for your copies at $1. The 
advertisement appears on page 25 of 
the November issue. 

Let me call your attention to an- 
other feature, viz.: each page is perfo- 
rated so that you may casily tear out 
any page for filing in a regular three- 
ring loose-leaf binder. 

Now as to the articles in the De- 
cember issue of interest to you and 
your commission members. “Church 
Attendance Evangelism,” pages 5 and 
6, should be of interest to every com- 
mission, the church-school superin- 
tendent and lay leader. 

Of particular interest to the com- 
mission on missions are the following: 
columns 1, 2 and 3 on page 13; page 
23, “The Negro College Is Still 
Needed”; page 21, “Romance Along 
the Rejang”; page 29, “Our Response 
—Maximum?”; page 25, films; page 
27, “What One Scholarship Did.” 

The index to volume | appears on 
pages 36 through 40. Matters concern- 
ing your commission and its work are 
sprinkled all through this index. 

Lora, you and your commission are 
doing an outstanding piece of work. 


Permit me to commend you on the 
successful school of missions con- 
ducted under the commission on mis- 
sions leadership, the increasing of our 
World Service and the stimulating of 
our giving to Advance pecials. Bless- 
ings on you and your fine work. 
Cordially yours, 
Harry O. Rirrer 


Some commission chairmen are tear- 
ing out pages of particular interest and 
passing them along to other members 
of the commission. Other commissions 
have adopted a routing system for the 
complete magazine. 


Easy-Order Blanks in Toe Metn- 
opist Story have proven to be an ef- 
fective way of getting literature useful 
to the church program. The Rev. 
Robert Gordon of Naperville, IIl., sits 
down cach month with the magazine 
and his dictating machine to tell his 
secretary what to order with the cou- 
pons. Commissions find it valuable to 
have the current issue on hand at their 
meeting (back issues too) in order to 
check on the various pieces of litera- 
ture that fit in with the plans they are 
making. 


And here’s an instance of an un- 
expected use of THe Meruopist 
Story. In fine print in the index in 
the back of the December issue was an 
entry, “Korean Orphans Need Aid,” 
referring to an item printed in Octo- 
ber. A lady clipped that column, drew 
a circle around the line about the 
orphans, and mailed it to the Method- 
ist Committee for Overseas Relief with 
her check to help them! 
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by Glenn F. Sanford 


More agricultural products were 
grown in the United States in 1957 
than in any peacetime year in all U.S. 
history. And they were grown by fewer 
farmers than have tilled our farms in 
the past half century or more. 

This means that industrialization 
and technology have done a great job 
on the farms. Men of the factories 
have taken over, relieving farm hands 
of much of their age-old labor. “The 
Man with the Hoe” is no longer a 
symbol of rural America; he has 
thrown away his hoe and now he rides 
a tractor or combine. 

Thirty-seven per cent of the farmers 
work part-time in industry. Millions 
who reside in rural areas are not 
farmers today. 

This means, too, that America’s 
rapidly increasing population is more 
and more urban each year. National 
affairs are controlled by the city 
dwellers, not by “the great rural tide.” 
And there arise in government and in 
the professions men who fear “the 
solidarity of labor” and “the city vote,” 
and know not the man who feeds 
the nation, nor his problems and needs. 

It means—and this may be still 
more serious—that those simple rural 
virtues of which America has long 
boasted and which we associate with 
the people who till the soil, no longer 


have “a place of rootage” for most of 
the oncoming youth. If a sense of 
stewardship, a love of nature and 
beauty and a sense of the nearness of 
and dependence upon God spring from 
contact with the elementary forces of 
the earth, their acquisition may be 
more difficult on the city’s paved high- 
ways. 

So, though our America is changing 
and the cleavage that has long existed 
between urban and rural people seems 
to be growing in depth, mutual un- 
derstanding of each other’s problem 
can heal the breach. The cleavage 
could change the American character 
as well as the scene. The man in the 
city and the man in the factory must 
realize their utter dependence one 
upon the other. 


Rural Life Sunday 


It is for these reasons that American 
churches are pressing the annual ob- 
servance of Rural Life Sunday (some- 
times known as Rogation Sunday) on 
the fifth Sunday after Easter, May 11 
this year. 

The Department of Town and 
Country Work of the Board of Mis- 
sions promotes this observance within 
The Methodist Church. This depart- 
ment is joined by the Department of 
the Urban Church in urging that all 
city churches, as well as rural churches, 
observe the day. 





The purpose of the observance is 
to call the attention of city people to 
their dependence upon the people 
of the farm and vice versa. The first 
Rural Life Sunday was observed in 
1929. 

“Both rural and city churches may 
observe Rural Life Sunday, for all 
men are dependent upon Mother 
Earth for their food, homes, and all 
material possessions. Life is a unity and 
is a result of the trinity of God, man 
and nature, dependent one upon the 
other,” says the National Council of 
Churches which now promotes the 
observance. 


How to Observe the Day 


It is hoped that every church in 
Methodism will observe Rural Life 
Sunday each year. 

For most churches this will mean 
a special observance at the regular 
hour of worship. The pastor may 
preach on the topic and the congrega- 
tion may use the special order of 
service. But in some situations it 
should be possible to have a layman— 
perhaps a farmer, county agent, repre- 
sentative of an agricultural school, or 
a leader of a farmers’ organization— 
in the pulpit. 

City and rural pastors may ex- 
change pulpits for a day, or within 
a district or other unit a general rota- 
tion of pastors may be effected by a 


A scene from the rural church motion picture, ‘‘None Goes His Way Alone,”” which was 
produced by the Methodist Television, Radio, and Film Commission. 
































Conference Board of Missions, by a 
district superintendent or by a mission- 
ary secretary. Where there is a cir- 
cuit or other grouping of churches, 
Rural Life Sunday can provide an 
excellent occasion for a parish dinner 
or other get-together. 

In many communities it will be 
found that farmers’ organizations, such 
as 4-H Clubs, Grange, Farm Bureau, 
and Future Farmers of America, can 
be invited to attend church services 
in a body, sometimes providing a 
speaker or music. Or they may par- 
ticipate in an additional observance 
in the afternoon or evening. (Arrange- 
ments should begin well in advance 
of the day.) 

The pastor and church will know 
what special observance may be possi- 
ble. This might be a suitable pageant 
or play, roundtable discussion, panel 
or forum or an interdenominational 
or inter-faith gathering, city or county- 
wide. 

An Order of Service to be used for 
the Rural Life Sunday observance has 
been prepared this year by Dr. Mark 
Rich, a noted rural church authority 
and professor at Missouri School of 
Religion, Columbia, Mo. 

Included in this program are a 
service of dedication, service for youth, 
service of seed and soil, hymns and 
prayers. Single copy is free. Quantity 
orders are 100 for $1.50. Order from 
Dr. Glenn F. Sanford, Methodist 
Board of Missions, 1701 Arch St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





Whatever the location and the con- 
dition, each church should make some 
very definite effort to focus attention 
on the need for all men to understand 
the rural life of America and to realize 
their great dependence upon it. 

A program known as “Plough Sun- 





“None Goes His Way Alone” is 
the rural church motion picture from 
which illustrations were taken for the 
cover and for this article. The film 
(16 mm sound, 30 minutes) rents for 
$9 in color and $6 in black-and-white. 
Order from the Methodist Publish- 
ing House branch serving your terri- 
tory. 





day” in England is similar to the Rural 
Life Sunday conducted in the United 
States. A brief litany and a prayer, 
which are used in the “Plough Sun- 
day” services, can enrich an American 
service. “Young Farmer” who reads 
responsively with the “People” may 
represent any rural group or organ- 
ization. (See “A Service from Eng- 


land.”) 
A Prophet and Seer Speaks 


In this day, when we do not seem 
satished with earth, when we use its 
substance for some dubious ends, when 
we want to fly to outer space, when 
we imagine vain things and forget 
God’s ownership and dominion, some 
words from Liberty Hyde Bailey's 


classic, The Holy Earth, might be read 
again with proht: 

“We come out of the earth and we 
have a right to the use of the materials; 
and there is no danger of crass ma- 
terialism if we recognize the original 
materials as divine and if we under- 
stand our proper relation to the crea- 
tion, for then will gross selfishness in 
the use of them be removed. . . . One 
does not act rightly toward one's 
fellows if one does not know how 
to act rightly toward the earth. 

“Nor does this close regard for the 
mother earth imply any loss of mys- 
ticism or of exaltation—quite the 
contrary. Science but increases the 
mystery of the unknown and enlarges 
the boundaries of the spiritual vision. 
To feel that one is a useful and co- 
operating part in nature is to give 
one kinship and to open the mind to 
the great resources and the high en- 
thusiasms. . . . 

“If the earth is holy, then the things 
that grow out of the earth are also 
holy. They do not belong to man to 
do with them as he will. Dominion 
does not carry personal ownership. 
There are many generations of folk 
yet to come after us, who will have 
equal right with us to the products 
of the globe. It would seem that a 
divine obligation rests on every soul.” 

This is the message, in all churches, 
of Rural Life Sunday. 


Dr. Sanford is director of the Department 
of Town and Country Church of the 
Methodist Board of Missions. 





A Service from England 





Young Farmer: From God comes every good and per- 
fect gift. , 

People: From God comes every good and perfect gift. 

Y.F.: The rich soil, the smell of the fresh turned 
earth: 

People: Come from God. 

Y.F.: The keenness of a winter's frost, men’s breath, 
and horses, steaming: 

People: Come from God. 

Y.F.: The hum of the tractor, the gleam of a cutting 
edge: 

People: Come from God. 

Y.F.: The wheeling of the birds, men’s shouts and 
laughter: 

People: Come from God. 

Y.F.: The seamed hand, the knotted arm, the sweat 
of the brow, the skill of the ploughman: 

People: Come from God. 


Y.F.: The beauty of a clean-cut furrow, the sweep of 


a well-ploughed field: 

People: Come from God. 

Y.F.: Blessed be God in all his gifts: 

People: And holy in all his works. 

All: O God, who dost give each man his work to do 
for thy sake, prosper we pray thee, throughout this 
year the work and workers on the fields and farms 
of our parish. Let the ploughman’s hope be ful- 
filled in a plentiful harvest. Let thy people be 
fed with the wholesome food of their countryside. 
Let town and country, united in gratitude to thee, 
be drawn nearer to the understanding and true 
service of each other: through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

O God, who hast entrusted the soil to our keep- 
ing, help us to render to thee a good account of our 
management: that as we keep our land in good 
heart, so we may ourselves be kept rich in Chris- 
tian living: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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the 1958 
Family Life Conference 
will be a new chapter 
in the story 
of our church’s work 
for the 
Christian home. 


The family life movement in The 
Methodist Church, as implemented 
by the General Family Life Commit- 
tee, is a romantic adventure. 

The adventure began in 1948. As 
it has developed since that time, more 
and more Methodist families have 
shared in the romance. It will reach 
into 3,000 more homes this year 
through the third National Methodist 
Family Life Conference. 

In 1948 the Advance Committee, 
headed by Bishop William C. Martin, 
undertook to strengthen family life 
as a part of the over-all program it 
was developing for Methodism. It was 
my privilege to be made chairman of 
the General Family Life Committee, 
which was to carry forward the pro- 
gram already begun in a limited way 
by an interboard Committee on Fam- 
ily Life. The Rev. Edward D. Staples 
became secretary of the committee. 

These are some of the tasks the 
committee chose for itself: 

e The selection and training of 
leaders in the field of family life. 

e The co-ordination of work in this 
field and the reference of activities to 
the proper agencies. . 

e Development of a program of re- 
search. 

e Restoration of religious beliefs and 
practices to the center of home life. 
e Promotion of a program of home en- 
rollment. 
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e Sponsoring a National Family Life 
Conference. 


The National Conferences 


The decision to hold a national 
conference came after serious con- 
sideration and careful study of the 
best methods for reaching America’s 
homemakers with the message of this 
movement. 

Several convictions were crystallized 
concerning such a conference. These 
have matured as an integral part of 
the second conference and the plan- 
ning for the third. One was that the 
2,000 to 3,000 delegates should not 
be veteran conference-goers, but the 
young fathers and mothers who are 
beginning homes. Another was that 
there should be a pervading spirit mani- 
fest by all who had parts on the 
programs. 

Those who came to the first Na- 
tional Family Life Conference of 1951 
were just such young parents who 
found themselves captivated by the 
specific guidance which was offered 
to them. They sat on the edges of 
their seats throughout the meeting, 
seeing vividly that there were possi- 
bilities for the establishment of Chris- 
tian living in modern homes. This 
idea became more thrilling as they 
saw that religion could be put right 
down into the stream of family life. 
They returned to their homes with 
courage and understanding. 

The Chicago conference was the 
first such undertaking by any de- 
nomination. The CBS Church of the 
Air carried a message from the con- 
ference and a surprising number of 
radio and TV broadcasting opportuni- 
ties opened. 

A feature begun in that first con- 
ference and continued into the others 
was the selection of a “Methodist 
Family of the Year,” with the choice 
being handled through The Christian 
Advocate Cin 1958 by Together). 


» FAMILY ROMANCE 


The Story of the Methodist Family Life Committee 


What happened at Chicago in 1951 
was seen to be not just a conference, 
but an integral part of a continuing 
effort. The reports which came in as 
“follow-up” convinced the committee 
that what had been done had served 
to prolong the work and project its 
effects into homes throughout the 
United States. 

Because of the witness heard from 
every section of the land of the re- 
sults of the first national conference, 
when the General Conference of 
1952 authorized continuance of the 
committee, it provided specifically that 
another such meeting be held. 

To make certain that the 1954 
National Family Life Conference 
would be pertinent to needs of the 
hour, the committee sent question- 
naires to 6,000 persons asking their 
opinions on: “What are the most 
urgent needs of the present-day 
American family?” 


Conference Leads to Local Action 


A study booklet, The Christian 
Family—the Hope of the World, was 
used as a guide for district meetings 
before and after the 1954 conference 
in Cleveland, Ohio. After the dele- 
gates went home from Cleveland they 
shared in some 10,500 meetings at 
conference, district and local church 
levels. In more than 40 annual con- 
ferences, Family Life Committees were 
organized as a direct result of the 
national conference. 

The 1954 delegates came condi- 
tioned by the experiences of those 
who had attended in 1951. They came 
expecting a conference devoted to 
specifics, all related to the one purpose 
of improving family living. 


Plan for 1958 


For more than two years now the 
committee has been at work planning 
for another National Family Life Con- 
ference, to be held Oct. 17-19, 1958, at 
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the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 

Again a questionnaire has gone out 
across the church. One thousand adult 
classes have been asked to discuss such 
questions as these: “What are the 
major tensions in family living today?” 
“How do we prepare our children for 
the time when they will leave home?” 
“What basic Christian beliefs ought to 
be taught in the home?” “What are 
the specific moral and ethical problems 
which our homes face today?” 

As the replies to these questions 
come in to Dr. Staples, they will be 
studied and the results compiled. It 
will be from these questions that the 
discussion groups will be planned and 
the preconference study guide de- 
veloped. It is our feeling that the 
program and discussions will be of that 
specific nature which has challenged 





the delegates who have come to the 
two previous conferences. 

It is our hope that in every church 
across Methodism young parents will 
prepare for this conference. If once 
again 3,000 eager young mothers and 
fathers come expecting the church to 
tell them ways and means of enriching 
their homes, then the romance of the 
Methodist family life movement will 
continue to develop. It will justify the 
original idea that such a group of 
parents should be part of the continu- 
ing Advance of our church. 


Committee Has Big Job 


But important as the National Meth- 
odist Family Life Conference is, it 
represents only one part of the work 
of the Family Life Committee. 

One important responsibility was 
charged to this committee by the 1956 
General Conference. It is to suggest 
revisions for the section of the Disci- 
pline dealing with divorce and _re- 
marriage. A subcommittee is at work 
on this important assignment. 

The full work of the committee can 
be summarized as follows: 

e From the beginning, the eyes of 
the program planners and conference 
builders have been on young Mr. and 


Mrs. John Doe, Jr., and their chil- 
dren. These young parents have shown 
themselves to be the most spiritual 
and suggestible of the whole religious 
venture. 

e Significant forward steps have been 
made in pre-marital counseling. 

e The recorded story of the first two 
national family life conferences is one 
of entire families transformed—young 
parents who have started to follow 
Christ with a new seriousness. 

e Our church has helped to put for- 
ward the whole movement of America’s 
growing interest in the home. 

e At a time when every force in 
American society has been underscor- 
ing the importance of the home, The 
Methodist Church has been pressing 
toward the restoration of religious life 
just there. 

When you consider the larger fam- 
ilies that are coming into being, when 
you consider the situation with youth, 
and when you think of all the new 
homes that are being established, cer- 
tainly there is no guidance which is 
more imperative for our day. 


Bishop Werner has led the Family Life 
Committee since its inception in 1948— 
the same year that he was made a bishop 
and assigned to the Ohio Area. 


1951: First “‘Methodist Family of the Year” 
arriving in Chicago for the First Family Life 
Conference. The Glen Burton family. (Chi- 
cago Daily News Photo) 


1954: The Barker family—the second 
“Methodist Family of the Year’’—with 
Ralph Edwards at the second conference. 


1958: A group in LaGrange, Ga., at work 
on a questionnaire for the Family Life Con- 
ference to be held in October. 
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Projects for 


Methodist Men in 1958 








An active Methodist Men’s club can 


put new life into your church. 


Here are some things men can do. 








1. Sponsor the Methodist Men Ra- 
dio Hour in the name of Meth- 
odist Men over a local station. 


AWIWIWVWV 
OR] 
NWIWIW L2_8_2 


Job to be done: 


(| Contact the Board of Lay Activities 
for information concerning the 
Methodist Men Radio Hour. 

L] Contact the Methodist Men Ra- 
dio Hour, 3300 Mockingbird Lane, 
Dallas, Tex., for a free sample 
transcription record. 

(] Contact the manager or the pro- 
gram director of the local radio 
station and enlist his co-operation. 
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_] Discuss and adopt a resolution of 
endorsement in the next session 
of your cabinet. 

| Discuss and adopt this same resolu- 
tion in the next club meeting. 
Complete plans with the station. 


. Accept at least one share in the 
Methodist Men Library at the 
new Alaska Methodist University 
in Anchorage, Alaska. For $27.50 
a share, a Methodist Men club 
may participate in establishing a 
permanent memorial to the men 
of Methodism. Send remittances 
to Methodist Men Library, c/o 
Division of National Missions, 
1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Job to be done: 
CL] Contact the General Board of 


Lay Activities for information con- 
cerning the Methodist Men Li- 
brary. (Information on this project 


was mailed to every local club 
president in September, 1957.) 

L_] Discuss the idea in the next session 
of the cabinet. Adopt a recom- 
mended number of shares. 

|] Propose the plan to the members 
at the next meeting of the club. 

(] Notify the pastor and report to 
the next meeting of the official 


board. 


3. Purchase a subscription to the 
Talking Book edition of The 
Upper Room for a blind person in 
the community. 


a 


Job to be done: 


L] Write the Board of Lay Activities 
for information about the Talking 
Book edition of The Upper Room. 
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Consult with your pastor to learn 
the names of sightless people in 
your church or community. 
Discuss the idea in the next session 
of the cabinet. Vote the $10 nec- 
essary for the subscription. 

Report your action to the next 
monthly meeting of the club. 
Place your subscription with The 
Upper Room, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Invite the recipient of the sub 
scription as an honored guest to 
your next monthly meeting. Make 
a public presentation. 

Visit the recipient quarterly to 


Begin publicity campaign. 
Confirm date, time, and subject 
matter with the district lay leader 
in writing. 

Double efforts toward a good at- 
tendance at this meeting. 

Write letter of thanks soon after 
the meeting is over. 


. Double your club membership by 


May, 1960. 


(| Compile a list of names obtained 


from the membership secretary of 
the local church and/or from the 
commission on membership and 
evangelism. 


] Present the plan at the club’s next 


meeting, encouraging each man to 
accept a name for personal contact. 
Encourage all new men to be 
brought as guests to Methodist 
Men. 

Report to the pastor, the chair- 
man of the commission on mem- 
bership and evangelism, and to 
the official board for necessary 
follow-up. 


keep him in touch with your club. 3. Increase the readership of The 


Methodist Layman magazine. 
Job to be done: 


(] See that the club elects a reporter. 
(] Cabinet should discuss the possi- 


if 


1958 


if 


—— 1957 





. Sponsor memberships in your con- 
ference Church Builders Club. 
(In your particular conference 
the Church Builders Club may 
be known under another name, 
such as 1,000 Club, the Bishop’s 
Prospectors, Kingdom Builders, 
PACE, etc.) 























Job to be done: 


Contact your conference lay leader 
for information on the Church 
Builders Club. 

Discuss the idea in the next ses- 
sion of the cabinet. Adopt a resolu- 
tion of endorsement. 

Present this resolution of endorse- 
ment for adoption at the next 
meeting of your club. 

Get the necessary forms and mem- 
bership blanks. 

Present and enlist memberships in 
the next monthly club meeting. 


. Invite your district lay leader to 
visit and address your club. 


Job to be done: 


] Contact your district lay leader and 
extend an invitation. Clear a date. 
Report to the next cabinet meeting 
and put the date on your calendar. 


Job to be done: 


= 


Adopt the slogan, “Every Man in 
Methodist Men.” 

Compile actual membership figures 
for the past three years. 

Set a goal for 1958 which is 33 1/3 
per cent greater than last year’s. 
Establish definite membership re- 
quirements for 1958. 

Distribute to all members a copy 
of the Membership Manual. 
Get Individual Membership Cer- 
tificates and hold a short member- 
ship ceremony early in the year. 
Distribute Membership Cards to 
all members. 

Encourage all members to wear 
the lapel pin. 

Keep an accurate record of attend- 
ance at the monthly meeting. 


. Win on profession of faith for 
church membership a minimum 
number of men equal to 10 per 
cent of the club membership. 

















Job to be done: 


[-] President should meet with the 


commission on membership and 
evangelism to outline his plan and 
win its co-operation and guidance. 


(] Discuss the plan at the next meet- 


ing of the cabinet, developing the 
plan in all its details. 


bility of including the cost of sub- 
scriptions in individual membership 
dues. 


[] Strive for a goal of 100 per cent 


readership. 


4. Organize one new club in a 


neighboring church. 








SOI 


“oe 











Job to be done: 
(] Discuss the idea with the cabinet, 


getting it to agree to assist in or- 
ganizing a new men’s club. 


] Ask the minister to accompany you 


on a visit with the minister of the 
neighboring church. 

Propose a plan to the neighbor 
minister and offer your assistance. 
Take him samples of organization 
material. 


] After the neighbor minister has 


talked over the Methodist Men’s 
program with his laymen, clear 
a date for a visit by your club to 


the neighbor church. 


| Work out the program carefully, 


stressing the work your group is 
doing and the contribution their 
men can make to their church as 
an organized group. 

Invite the neighbor church’s lay- 
men to attend the next meeting of 
your club as a group. 

Notify your conference lay leader 
and district lay leader of your prog- 
ress in organizing a new club. 
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Commission on Education 


Here are some questions your com- 
mission should consider at the March 
meeting: 

e Have your workers enrolled for vaca- 
tion-church-school institutes? 

To conduct a good vacation church 
school next summer calls for trained 
leaders. A good way to train your leaders 
is to get them to attend a vacation-church- 
school institute. You can find out where 
the institute near you will be held, the 
specific dates and times, and any cost 
involved by contacting your district 
superintendent or executive secretary of 
the conference board of education. 

Have personal contacts made with 
your workers to enroll them. If you are 
not now planning to hold a vacation 
church school, your commission should 
investigate the possibilities. 

Have your workers read the article on 
vacation church schools written by 
Elsie Miller Butt in the March issue of 
The Church School? 

A list of Vacation Church School Ma- 
terials (179-B) is available from the 
Service Department, PO Box 871, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn. 


World Service Sunday 


e What are your plans for observing 
World Service Sunday in your church 
school? 
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Mar. 23 is the date this month and 

the emphasis is on World Service. Check 
the amount of your World Service offer- 
ing or projects. You may want to order 
Ideas to Help You Observe World Serv- 
ice Sunday (8332-B) to help in the 
planning. (Free from the Service De- 
partment. ) 
e What are the plans for the church 
membership training classes? Is your 
commission carrying out its responsibility 
in relation to them? 

The commission is responsible for 
assisting the pastor in membership train- 
ing classes. Check with the pastor prior 
to the meeting for details that should 
come before the commission. 

Child Guidance in Christian Living 
for March carries an article about what 
one church did to enlist sixth-grade 
junior boys and girls for church member- 
ship. 

e Check on other work in progress to 
see whether there is need for help or 
guidance. 


Looking Ahead 


In addition to considering the fore- 
going questions, the commission on edu- 
cation will want to make some important 
advance plans this month. 

There will be many excellent training 
opportunities next summer. Have the 
person or committee in charge of leader- 
ship training investigate and make rec- 
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ommendations to your commission. Then 
help your leaders take advantage of this 
training. 

Check with the executive secretary of 
your conference board of education for 
information as to places and dates. You 
can revolutionize your church-school 
program through new effectiveness by 
urging your leaders to take advantage of 
summer training opportunities such as 
conferences, assemblies, institutes and 
laboratory schools. 

The Quadrennial Emphasis, beginning 
in March, stresses expansion of the 
church program. New church schools 
head the list. 

Your commission on education can 
lead your church in organizing a new 
church school. Write the Department 
of General Church School Work, PO 
Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn., for ma- 
terials that will help you discover needed 
areas, organize and maintain new church 
schools. 

Plan for wise use in your church of 
the special book, The Burning Thirst, 
a story of John Wesley by Lydel Sims. 
This book has been prepared for seniors 
as their reading project during Lent. 
Have your youth division superintendent 
or youth teacher bring his recommenda- 
tions to your commission. It might be 
well for him to review the book at the 
commission meeting. (See the February 
Meruopist Story, page 4.) 
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Family Week and Children’s Day 

National Family Week (May 4-11) 
and Children’s Day (May 4) are not 
far off. Your committee or person with 
responsibility for special days should 
make plans and bring them to the meet- 
ing of the commission this month. Sug- 
gestions in The Christian Home will 
help in planning a meaningful observ- 
ance of National Family Week. 

The March issue of The Christian 
Home will center attention on the use 
of the Bible. There is material here for 
a parents’ meeting. Such a meeting could 
be arranged during National Family 
Week. 

Plan wisely your year-round empha- 
sis on Christian vocations for youth. The 
quarterly conference of your church is 
required to have a committee on Chris- 
tian vocations. Your commission is to 
co-operate with this committee. Ask a 
representative of the committee to report 
to your commission. Then plan how the 
commission can co-operate with the com- 
mittee on Christian vocations. 

(See 4145.9 of the Discipline and 
The Committee on Christian Vocations 
in the Local Church, 3203-C, available 
for 5¢ each from the Interboard Com- 
mittee on Christian Vocations, PO Box 


871, Nashville 2, Tenn.) 


General Board of Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. (Editorial Divi- 
sion, 201 Eighth Ave., S., Nashville 3, 
Tenn. ) 


Commission on Membership 
and Evangelism 


From now until Easter more persons 
will present themselves at the altars of 
Methodist churches to make first com- 
mitments for church membership and 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ Cand 
also to unite with the local church by 
transfer) than in any other period during 
the year. 

Therefore the commission on member- 
ship and evangelism should be alert dur- 
ing this period, working closely with the 
pastor. The chief concerns of the com- 
mission in its meeting and as individuals 


should be the following: 


Personal and Visitation Evangelism 
If the “One Great Day of Witnessing” 
is not to be held Mar. 2, it might be held 
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on the second or third Sunday in March. 
(See the February Meruopist Story 
for details.) The recommended time for 
the intensive week of lay visitation evan- 
gelism is Mar. 2-9, but if a church is not 
having the program that week, the com- 
mission will want to make certain that a 
later week is used with good effect. 

The commission will plan with its 
committee on visitation evangelism 
and/or Fisherman’s Club so that personal 
and visitation evangelism is continued 
one or two nights a week until Easter, as 
long as there remains a single prospect 
for commitment to Christ or for transfer 
of church membership. 


Training Classes 

Every person who is received into the 
church should be enrolled in a church 
membership training class. 

One of the major opportunities during 
March will be to visit each person who 
has made a commitment to Christ and 
the church. This should be done as early 
as possible. This visit should be in the 
nature of spiritual guidance. It should en- 
list the person for a training class and 
should bring about a preliminary under- 
standing concerning the time and major 
requirements for reception into the 
church. 

The recommended materials for use in 
the membership classes, available from 
branches of the Methodist Publishing 
House, are: Membershiv Manual of The 
Methodist Church for Boys and Girls, 
Membership Manual of The Methodist 
Church for Young People and Adults, 
Membership Manual of The Methodist 
Church for Teenagers, and Member- 
ship Manual of The Methodist Church 
for Pastors. 


Emphasis on Church Attendance 
While the January-to-Easter “Let God 


Have His Way” church attendance cam- 
paign should be producing remarkable 
results by now, every step should be 
taken to see that every church member 
attends at least one worship service at 
church each Sunday. 

Many churches need to re-establish or 
revive their Sunday evening services. 
Others need to start having two Sunday 
morning services. The commission on 
evangelism and the pastor might discuss 
opportunities and responsibilities here 
and act immediately to get maximum re- 
sults before Easter. 


Make Services Spiritually Dynamic 

It is no secret that the spiritual worth 
and vitality of the Sunday worship serv- 
ices, including the sermon more than 
anything else, cause people to come 
back to the services Sunday after Sunday. 

Here are three things that this com- 
mission can do to help with the services: 


e Help make the church a friendly place. 
e Help create an atmosphere of evan- 
gelistic concern and expectancy, to the 
end that conversions, commitments and 
recommitments will be the normal thing 
in the church. 

e Be constantly in prayer concerning the 
church service. Pray before each service, 
possibly as a group. And as individuals 
pray continually during the service and 
daily during the week. 


Pre-Easter Services 

Pre-Easter services of spiritual enrich- 
ment can be scheduled. Some possibilities 
for programs are Passion Sunday, Mar. 
23; Passion Sunday to Palm Sunday, 
Mar. 30; Palm Sunday to Easter, Apr. 6; 
Maundy Thursday, with Holy Commun- 
ion, Apr. 3; and Good Friday, Apr. 4. 
Holy Week probably offers the best op- 
portunity of the year for a church to have 
a deeply spiritual, well-attended series 
of services with messages by the pastor 
himself. 


Reception of Members 


More and more pastors and churches 
are receiving their membership classes on 
Palm Sunday or the Sunday after Easter 
in order to be able to devote all of the 
Easter service to a victorious proclama- 
tion of the glorious message of the risen 
Christ and our immortal hope. 

When any member is received, it 
should be made an impressive occasion 
and not something hurriedly tacked on to 
the end of an already overlong service. 


Baptism of Babies 

The Methodist Church believes in the 
baptism of babies, in parents dedicating 
them to God in their infancy and prom- 
ising to bring them up in the Christian 
faith and life. More babies are probably 
baptized during the Easter season and on 
Mother’s Day than during the remainder 
of the year. 

The commission on membership and 
evangelism can help the pastor in his 
contacts with parents of unbaptized chil- 
dren. By visitation and personal contacts 
its members can help influence the par- 
ents to have their babies baptized, to live 
radiant Christian lives before them, and 
to bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Many pastors use the full Palm Sun- 
day service effectively by featuring two 
things: the baptism of babies and the 
reception of children (juniors and inter- 
mediates) into the church. 

The commission can follow up this 
service by evangelistic visitation in homes 
of children whose parents are unchurched 
or unconsecrated. 


General Board of Evangelism, 1908 


Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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Commission on Missions 


Commissions on missions in small 
churches and newly organized congrega- 
tions will find helpful a new leaflet on 
small Advance Specials. 

Entitled, Yes, You, Too, Can Have 
an Advance Special, the leaflet tells what 
$5, $10, $25 and $50 will do on the 
mission field overseas. This will be of 
special value to small rural churches, es- 
pecially those on circuits where the 
commission on missions often wonders 
what its church can do in the Advance. 

Commission chairmen in any size 
church will find that small Specials can 
add to the amount already in the benev- 
olence or “missionary” budget. Oppor- 
tunities for obtaining smaller Specials, in 
the $5 to $50 range, include church- 
school classes, Methodist Men groups, 
prayer meeting offerings and individuals. 

The new leaflet may be obtained free 
by writing the Editorial Department, 
Joint Section of Education and Culti- 
vation, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N.Y. 

Here are some examples of what small 
Advance Specials can do on the overseas 
mission field: 

e An Advance Special of $5 will pay 
for one trip of the mobile medical unit 
in Mindanao, the Philippines. It will 
provide materials for a church school 
in Hong Kong. Or it will provide litera- 
ture for newly literate Christians in 
Africa. 

e A gift of $10 will buy equipment for 
youth camps in Chile, pay for a news- 
paper evangelism ad in Japan, or pro- 
vide medicine for Severance Hospital in 
Korea. 

e Twenty-five dollars will purchase five 
desks for a coeducational school at Tan- 
dur, India; pay for one-third of a scholar- 
ship at Summers Memorial School, 
Sarawak; or keep the doors of the Tokyo 
Student Christian Fellowship open for 
about a week. 

e A Special of $50 will support a na- 
tional worker in Bolivia for one month, 
keep a boy in elementary school in 
Southern Rhodesia, or provide a hospital 
bed in Korea. 

Detailed information regarding small 
Advance Specials or about any phase 
of the overseas Advance program may be 
obtained by writing the Advance De- 
partment, Division of World Missions, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Give Through Church Channels 


A number of individuals and some or- 
ganizations in various parts of the country 
have been representing themselves as en- 
titled to ask for money and gifts from 
Methodist churches and Methodist peo- 
ple. 

The Board of Missions urges Meth- 
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odist churches to give their moneys and 
other assistance through the regular chan- 
nels of the denomination. These channels 
include the Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, the Board of Missions 
CWorld, National, and the Woman’s 
Division of Christian Service), and an- 
nual conference causes. 

If any church or church group has 
questions regarding an individual or an 
unknown organization which asks for 
money, the Board of Missions suggests 
that the group make inquiry from one of 
the church boards, the Commission on 
World Service and Finance, or the annual 
conference treasurer or the annual con- 
ference missionary secretary. To be safe, 
the Board of Missions suggests that 
churches and groups give through regular 
Methodist organizations. 


Special Missions Issue 


The March issue of World Outlook 
will contain a comprehensive summary 
and review of the total missionary pro- 
gram of The Methodist Church. 

Additional copies of this special issue 
of World Outlook, which is intended to 
serve as a popular reference guide to 
Methodist missions, may be ordered for 
15¢ a copy or 8 for $1 from World Out- 
look, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Missions in Your Backyard 


This month is a good time for local 
church commissions on missions to begin 
planning for the summer in order that 
the missionary interest and concern may 
not be lost in the June-to-September lag 
that occurs in many churches. Here are 
some suggestions for planning: 

Two divisions of the Board of Mis- 
sions, the Division of National Missions 
and the Joint Section of Education and 
Cultivation, are sponsoring a tour to 
Hawaii this summer. The dates are July 
17-30. 

Perhaps someone on your commission 
or in your church might be planning a 
summer trip to Hawaii. If so, why not 
encourage him to become a part of the 
Methodist tour to this promising home 
mission area. When he returns, he will 
be available for speaking in your church 
and in your district. Full information is 
available from the tour director, the Rev. 
Walter J. Leppert, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y. 

Though the Hawaii tour will be pos- 
sible for only a few, there are some things 
an alert commission on missions or a 
number of commissions in a district or 
annual conference can do on their own 
initiative in the area of missionary tours. 
A group might charter a bus and send 
several Methodist youths, young adults, 
Methodist men, or others, on a visit to a 
nearby home mission project or home 
missions field. 
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Each year a number of annual confer- 
ences in the Northeastern and North 
Central Jurisdictions send youth groups 
to Henderson Settlement in eastern Ken- 
tucky. In the Southwest there are oppor- 
tunities for seeing the work in the Okla- 
homa Indian Mission Conference and the 
Spanish-speaking work in the Rio Grande 
Conference. 

In almost every state there is one or 
more home missions institution (school, 
hospital or community center) the exist- 
ence of which most Methodists are un- 
aware. 

The initiation of such tours and visita- 
tions is not something in which the 
General Board of Missions can take lead- 
ership. The initiative must rest with a 
local commission or, a group of commis- 
sions on a district or in an annual confer- 
ence. Last summer one church sent a 
team of four youths to Vieques Island for 
a work camp. 

Every local commission on missions 
can be familiar with the home missions 
institutions in its area and encourage 
vacationists to include these in their 
travel plans. 


Japan Audio-Visuals 

A filmstrip and a film on Japan are 
now available from branches of the Meth- 
odist Publishing House. 

By means of the silent, color filmstrip, 
The Kojimas of Japan, members of your 
church can meet an average Japanese 
Christian family. They can see them at 
work, play, study and worship in their 
daily family living. 

A feature of the leader’s guide with 
the filmstrip is a list of 11 “do-it-yourself 
ideas” which offer numerous opportuni- 
ties for further and deeper study on 
the Japan theme. Two copies of the com- 
bination script and leader’s guide are 
provided with each filmstrip. Purchase 
price is $5. 

Japan, a 30-minute color film, presents 
major aspects of Japanese social, eco- 
nomic and religious life. It is geared to 
interest of both adults and high school 
young people. The film is especially 
recommended in connection with the in- 
terdenominational study theme. 

The film rents for $10. 


Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y.; 1701 Arch St., Philadel- 
phia 3, Pa. 
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Commission on Stewardship 
and Finance 


Does your church need better in- 
formed members? . . . active church 
members? . . . proportionate givers of 
time, talents, and possessions? . .. a 
program geared realistically to member- 
ship potential? 

If so, the Methodist Every Member 
Canvass provides the tools for working 
toward a solution of these needs. Eight 
steps are involved in building this pro- 
gram which results in worthy commit- 
ments by church members: 

e Build your program 

e Estimate your resources 

e Tell your story 

e Use tested tools 

e Train your visitors 

e Get visitors’ commitments 
e Call in every home 

Wide participation in this program is 
one of the keys to its success. The five 
basic groups which participate are as 
follows: 

The general committee, which organ- 
izes and directs the canvass. 

The program and resources commit- 
tee, which evolves the church program 
with a realistic relationship to the po- 
tential of the church. 

The committee on materials, educa- 
tion, and publicity, which is responsible 
for having available all of the recom- 
mended materials, circulating the letters 
and information needed by the congre- 
gation and organizing the publicity nec- 
essary for the smooth functioning of the 
program. 

The committee on visitation, which 
selects the visitors and trains them. 

The visitors, who make the personal 
calls in every home to tell the story 
and accept the commitments. 


Leadership Is Available 


Leadership is available from the De- 
partment of Stewardship and Finance of 
the General Board of Lay Activities, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill., upon request 
of church leaders. 

Workshops are conducted on an area 
or conference basis. These aim at de- 
veloping leaders at the district level to 
serve as a corps for effective and con- 
tinued training from year to year within 
their own districts. 


16 


People support with their time, tal- 
ents, and means those causes which are 
presented to them in simple terms and 
to which they personally relate them- 
selves. In telling the story of the church 
and its program within the intimacy of 
a family circle, the visitor effectively 
relates the members of this family to 
the challenge of active church member- 
ship in a way peculiarly inherent in the 
approach developed by the techniques 
of the Every Member Canvass. 

In many cases, persons become in- 
formed about the program of their church 
for the first time. In every case there 
is a real appreciation of the personal 
interest shown when a layman visits, pre- 
pared to discuss the church. 


Go Teach and Preach to All 


It behooves the strong Christian to see 
to it that the program being promoted 
within his local church has in it all of 
the opportunities inherent in the full 
program of The Methodist Church. 

To assure that this is true, no better 
technique may be found than that of 
a personal contact with each church mem- 
ber on an annual basis to acquaint him 
with the full program and invite him 
to participate in it. 

The Department of Stewardship and 
Finance of the General Board of Lay 
Activities of The Methodist Church is 
charged with the promotion of a working 
program of stewardship for all of life. 
This department is now addressing itself 
to the planning and preparation of ma- 
terials for such a program in the areas 
of time and talents. 

The Every Member Canvass is not 
solely a financial campaign. It is a pro- 
gram which, although it culminates in 
commitments of possessions, first builds 
an understanding of the purpose of the 
church and the opportunities which its 
program provides for participation by 
each member. 

The Every Member Canvass, with its 
carefully prepared time schedule and 
tools and its emphasis upon personal 
contact and education of each individual 
member of the church, brings about the 
kind of understanding and fellowship 
which is sought by all. 

The real basis of the Every Member 
Canvass is the stewardship of all of life. 
Much is accomplished by the emphasis 
in its development upon prayer, reading 
and studying. The canvass itself serves 
to summarize and point up for close 
consideration, the church and its pro- 
gram. It brings about the commitment of 
life to the support of this program. 

A sample packet of Every Member 
Canvass materials is available for $1 
from the address below. 


General Board of Lay Activities, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Commission on Christian 
Social Relations 


This optional commission (Discipline 
276) deals with the fields of temper- 
ance, world peace, and social and eco- 
nomic relations. Leaders will find 
materials for this commission listed under 
headings for committees in these three 


fields. 


Committee on Social 
and Economic Relations 


The general Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations strongly recommends 
that each local church have a commis- 
sion on Christian social relations, which 
includes the work of peace, temperance 
and social and economic relations. In 
connection with this organization there 
should be a sub-committee on social and 
economic relations. 

However, if a church has organized 
and can manage three committees for so- 
cial action, one of which is an independ- 
ent committee on social and economic 
relations, the suggestions for activities 
given here apply equally well. 

The responsibilities in social and eco- 
nomic relations are, in general: 

e To determine the issues to be faced by 
the local church. 

e To define these issues for local church 
members. 

e To build up enthusiasm within the 
local church to take action. 

The committee should be composed of 
people with a variety of interests, such 
as representatives of the four commissions 
of the church, the Woman’s Society, 
Methodist Men, and youths. Persons 
with special vocational interests, such as 
teachers, business managers, labor lead- 
ers, doctors, lawyers, farmers, and politi- 
cal leaders, ought to be included also. 

Some of the activities which might 
engage the committee are the following 
which come under the general headings 
of economic life, social welfare, and race 
relations. 


Economic Life 
e Employment level. In the face of the 
declining employment level, it is a neces- 
sity to look at the causes of this in the 
local community. And with other agen- 
cies such as the ministerial association 
and the council of churches, it is desir- 
able to initiate a conference on the re- 
sponsibility of the community and espe- 
cially of the churches for reversing the 
trend. 
e Redevelopment. In most communities 
today of medium or large size there are 
programs for redevelopment. The church 
should be involved in these as the ex- 
perience in cities like Pittsburgh, Balti- 
more and Detroit indicates. 
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Redevelopment brings to the fore con- 
sideration of the long-range adequate 
ministry to the community by the church. 
e Housing. A social problem of top 
priority in most communities is to get 
adequate housing, especially for minority 
groups. 

There is plenty of material available to 
help local churches and co-operative 
church groups to face the problem, and 
to come up with some answers. 


Social Welfare 


e Institutional facilities. In many com- 
munities which have been visited by the 
staff of the general board, there were 
startling revelations of inadequate and 
detrimental facilities for the care of 
juvenile offenders. 

The local church committee should 

check on the situation in its own commu- 
nity. It is a problem with which city and 
other government and voluntary agencies 
are struggling, and the church should be 
involved and would be most welcome. 
e Medical care. In spite of high income 
and all that is involved in a society of 
abundance, it is apparent that the great- 
est single hazard to the security of a 
family is high medical costs and the loss 
of earning resulting from disasters of 
accident and prolonged illness. 

It appears that the voluntary schemes 

which are now available are inadequate 
to do the job which needs to be done. 
Here is a situation demanding attention 
from the church. 
e Recreational facilities. In both city 
and suburban areas there is a growing 
need for adequately planned recreational 
facilities for the use of young people 
especially, and increasingly for entire 
families. The church itself cannot offer 
facilities which are adequate for the 
needs of today. 


Race Relations 


All across the country race relations 
are a top drawer concern. There are cer- 
tain things which a local church can 
sponsor. 

e Communication. There is a need for 
communication across racial lines through 
conferences, seminars, and congregational 
exchanges. 

e Study. The church should study race 
relations in the local community and the 
steps required in the face of population 
changes, housing needs, employment 
practices, recreation and social facilities. 
e Human Relations Commissions. A 
local church might sponsor a human rela- 
tions commission for the total community 
which would deal with tension situations 
and develop creative plans for better race 
relations on a community-wide basis. 

The work of the committee on social 
and economic relations is the spearhead 
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of the church into realms where the 
destiny of our culture will be determined. 


Board of Social and Economic Relations, 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Committee on World Peace 


Perhaps early spring is the time for 
a peace committee or a commission to ap- 
praise the program plan for the year, 
not only to see how it is developing, but 
also to discover if some of the study and 
activities are still timely and urgent. 
Some things we thought important last 
fall are hardly in public attention at all 
now. New issues have replaced them. 

A good example of that occurred when 
the Board of World Peace staff reviewed 
its resources order form of 50 most sig- 
nificant items, revised semi-annually. A 
lot of items in heavy demand six months 
ago are rarely ordered now. Popular re- 
quests have put a dozen new items on the 
list. 

A good commission maintains a pro- 
gram of public interest and keeps a sense 
of what is vital. It ought to be alert to 
what is coming alive. 

Over-all planning should be broad, 
substantial, and tied to recognized church 
and community events during the calen- 
dar year so that the program will not bow 
too far to current trends and lose stability 
and permanent direction. 


Periodic Evaluation 

A periodic evaluation ought to take 
account of more than just the direction 
the program is going. What is happening 
in the commission’s own life? Is the con- 
gregation deepening in social concern 
and passion? Are our habits of worship 
and devotion finding practical outlet 
through projects that captivate imagina- 
tion and challenge the social vision of the 
membership? 

Sometimes we are helped by learning 
what others are thinking. The General 
Board of World Peace at its annual 
meeting issued a statement of eight sig- 
nificant resolutions on current peace is- 
sues and international problems. Copies 
of this are available for 10¢ each from 
the address at the end of this article. 
Order the January issue of The Method- 
ist Peace Courier which contains the 
resolutions. This would make stimulating 
discussion material for the monthly meet- 
ing of the committee on world peace. 

An increasing number of churches 
have organized a commission on Christian 
social relations. The peace resource per- 
son in that group should not only keep 
informed on views and problems; he 
should also bring helpful leaflets and 
pamphlets from reliable peace sources to 
the attention of the committee. Among 
the literature distributed to the con- 
gregation during the year there might 


well be, on an occasion ‘or two, a perti- 
nent peace item. 


Board of World Peace, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, IIl. 


Television, Radio and Films 


Television programs produced by The 
Methodist Church are planned to be an 
extension of the local church ministry. 
But do the people of your church know 
enough about the Methodist Television 
Ministry? 

How can you tell your church mem- 
bers about the TV Ministry? You can tell 
them with leaflets, available from the 
Commission on Promotion and Cultiva- 
tion, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill., or 
from the Television, Radio and Film 
Commission of The Methodist Church 
(see address at end of this article); with 
programs in meetings of the WSCS, 
Methodist Men, MYF, etc., centered 
around the TV Ministry; with guest 
speakers, such as your Conference 
TRAFCO chairman or a staff member of 
a local TV station; and with posters avail- 
able from the Commission on Promotion 


and Cultivation or TRAFCO. 


Stimulate Interest 


How can you stimulate interest for 
the TV Ministry in your church? You 
can have a TV party when the programs 
produced by The Methodist Church are 
on the air. Watch the programs to- 
gether, discuss them afterward. Have a 
special program in which you dramatize 
the production of a television program; 
get a staff member from a local TV sta- 
tion to give you pointers. 

Have clever audience-building ideas, 
such as postcards which tell about the 
programs. Have special offerings set 
aside for the TV Ministry Fund, like 
the church did which gave the entire 
Thanksgiving Day offering to the TV 
Fund. 

What can you and your people do 
to help advance religious television pro- 
gramming? You can adopt a World 
Service Special for the TV Ministry 
Fund, adopt a World Service Special 
designated for the Children’s Television 
Series, and watch the programs and ask 
friends and acquaintances to watch them. 

Feel free to send your comments and/ 
or criticisms to TRAFCO. Let stations 
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know that you appreciate the time which 
they give for religious programs. 


TRAFCO Can Help 


What has TRAFCO been doing to 
help local churches and what will it 
continue to do? TRAFCO works with 
boards and agencies of The Methodist 
Church and the National Council of 
Churches to study, experiment and pro- 
duce good religious programs. It assists 
in leadership of area or jurisdictional 
radio-television workshops. It furnishes 
promotional and utilizational materials 
when needed. TRAFCO furnishes re- 
source material when it is available. And 
TRAFCO works with the National Coun- 
cil of Churches to place the Methodist 
television programs on as many stations 
as possible. 

For further information, write TRAF- 
CO at the following address: 


Television, Radio and Film Commission 
of The Methodist Church, 1525 Mc- 
Gavock St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


Good Literature Committee 


Christ and Our Resources, the Local 
Church Emphasis booklet this year, is 
again being published and distributed 
by the Methodist Publishing House. 

The Local Church Emphasis, con- 
ducted by each bishop through ministers 
and churches in his area, is designed 
to reach every member of the church. 
Pastors should place a copy of Christ 
and Our Resources in every home repre- 
sented in his congregation for reading 
and prayerful study during Holy Week, 
Mar. 30 to Apr. 5. 

The Methodist Publishing House has 
guaranteed delivery of booklets in full 
to all churches placing orders by Feb. 
25. Shipments will be made on orders 
after this date as long as the supply lasts. 


Church Library Helps 

“Books Reviewed or Listed as Re- 
source Materials,” a mimeographed list 
of all books and films mentioned in the 
church-school periodicals for April, May 
and June, will enable the librarian to 
be prepared for requests coming in dur- 
ing these months. 

Bookmark, a quarterly publication con- 
taining information on technical proc- 
esses to help librarians catalog, classify 
and process books; promotional ideas; 
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pages in selection of new books recom- 
mended for church libraries; inspirational 
message; story of a working library, 
chosen from libraries throughout the 
country; and other features will be pub- 
lished Mar. 15. 

The Church Library Manual, pub- 
lished earlier, contains a section on how 
to set up a church library and another 
on a classified list of books recommended 
for the church library. 

All supplies needed for cataloging, 
classifying and processing books are listed 
in the Church Library Supply Brochure. 

The church librarian or pastor may 
obtain all of these helps—the book list, 
Bookmark, manual, and supply brochure 
—free by writing any branch of the 
Methodist Publishing House. 

The Spring and Easter Catalog and 
the Vacation Church School Catalog are 
also available from branches of the 
Methodist Publishing House. 


Lenten-Easter Reading 

Books for Lenten-Easter reading in- 
clude the following from Abingdon 
Press: 

I Believe in God by Costen J. Harrell; 
I Believe, Gerald Kennedy; Christ Be 
with Me, Walter Russell Bowie; Chris- 
tian Maturity, E. Stanley Jones; Letting 
God Help You, John A. Redhead; Think 
About These Things, Jane Merchant; 
Prayers for Living, Hazel T. Wilson; 
They Met at Calvary, W. E. Sangster; 
The Secret of Radiant Life, W. E. 
Sangster; Come See a Man, Grace Noll 
Crowell; Prescription for Anxiety, Leslie 
D. Weatherhead. 

A Simple Guide to Prayer, John Un- 
derwood Stephens; A Lift for Living, 
Ralph W. Sockman; Benefits of His 
Passion, C. H. Dodd; Lift Up Your 
Hearts, Walter Russell Bowie; Heaven 
and Hell, John Sutherland Bonnell; 
Consider Him, Olive Wyon; Is God at 
Home?; J. B. Phillips; When God Was 
Man, J. B. Phillips; Love Speaks from 
the Cross, Leslie Badham; Over His 
Own Signature, Leslie D. Weatherhead; 
The Resurrection and the Life, Leslie 
D. Weatherhead; A Plain Man Looks 
at the Cross, Leslie D. Weatherhead; 
The Seven Words, Clovis G. Chappell; 
Faces About the Cross, Clovis G. Chap- 
pell; The Invincible Christ, Massey Mott 
Heltzel; and Personalities of the Passion, 


Leslie D. Weatherhead. 


New Abingdon Books 

Six new children’s books will be pub- 
lished by Abingdon Press this month: 
Make It and Use It by Bernice Wells, 
for boys and girls eight to twelve; Pets 
from the Pond, for children of eight 
years and older by Margaret Waring 
Buck; Bible Stories for Young Readers by 
Edith Patterson Meyer presents stories 


of the Old and New Testaments in 
language understandable to children 
eight years and older; God Gave Us 
Seasons by Carolyn Muller Wolcott, a 
companion book to God Planned It That 
Way and God Cares for Me; Andrew 
Jackson, Fighting Frontiersman, by 
Frances Fitzpatrick Wright; and How 
Baseball Began in Brooklyn, by LeGrand, 
for ages eight to twelve. 

Two adult books, including a family 
book, will also be published in March. 
Dangerous Fathers, Problem Mothers, 


and Terrible Teens is designed to help 


people grow into a deeper and richer 
understanding of themselves and other 
members of the family. Jesus and His 
Coming by J. A. T. Robinson is an im- 
portant statement of what one can be- 
lieve today about the second coming 
of Christ and the form in which this 
doctrine is valid for us. 


The Methodist Publishing House, 201 
Eighth Ave., S., Nashville 3, Tenn. (Place 
orders with the branch serving your terri- 
tory. ) 


Committee on Christian 
Vocations 


How many young people from your 
church have gone into church-related 
vocations during the past 40 years? The 
average term of service of a minister is 
20 years. Your church should have pro- 
duced two, merely to maintain its own 
needs—not to mention helping to man 
new situations. 

The Methodist Church needs teachers 
for its colleges, administrators and tech- 
nicians for its hospitals and homes, edi- 
torial and production personnel for its 
periodical and book publications, and 
other people to fill the needs listed in 
Methodist Service Projects. (This book- 
let is available for 10¢ a copy from the 
address at the end of this article.) 

A useful project of your local church 
committee on Christian vocations would 
be to investigate the record your church 
has made in sending people into the 
specific vocations of the church. Then 
find a way to report this information to 
the entire church. 

What will the people in the church 
think of the report? If they conclude 
that their record is deficient at this point, 
it may cause them to give emphasis in 
this area so that the record improves. 
Or they may decide that the spiritual 
vitality of the church is too low, as evi- 
denced by the barrenness. 

If your findings stimulate the church 
to review its over-all dedication and 
devotion, there may be a general church 
revival in the offing. 


Interboard Committee on Christian 
Vocations, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 
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Cites Evangelism Needs 

“We have a Voice of America, but 
we need an ear—to hear God,” Harry 
Denman, lay evangelist and general secre- 
tary of the Methodist Board of Evan- 
gelism, told a committee when it met 
recently to plan the National Convoca- 
tion on Local Church Evangelism. 

The convocation will be conducted in 
Washington, D.C., July 3-6 at the 
Uline Arena. 

“It is our hope that the convocation 
will inspire The Methodist Church to 
become a church of the and 
develop a truly great evangelistic move- 
ment across America,” Dr. Denman said. 

The general secretary went on to 
point out that the church should pre- 
pare now for a nation-wide population 
boom that is predicted to begin in 1962. 
More than 1,000 new Methodist churches 
are needed now, he said, and building 
plans should call for two new churches 
a day during the next two years. 

Attendance at the convocation is ex- 
pected to be between 8,000 and 10,000 
delegates. 

Registrar for the meeting is the Rev. 
Joseph H. Edge, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


masses 


Telecast Bible Course 


A television Bible course, believed to 
be one of the first such study series, 
began Jan. 5 in Washington, D.C. It is 
sponsored by American University in 
co-operation with the National Capital 
Area Council of Churches and Station 
WMAL-TV. 

Teacher of the class is the Rev. George 
M. Docherty of the New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. 

Study outlines for the weekly course, 
“The Message of Jesus in the Gospels,” 
are provided in advance for the TV 
audience upon request. 

American University is a Methodist 
school receiving an annual grant from 


World Service funds. 


Announce European Tour 


A group tour to western Europe will 
be conducted this summer by two staff 
members of the Board of World Peace. 

The Rev. Daniel E. Taylor, the 
board’s executive secretary for admini- 
stration and promotion, and Herman 
Will, Jr., administrative secretary, will be 
in charge of the five-week trip. 

Thirty-five persons will leave New 
York city on July 1 and will return Aug. 
4. They will visit Scotland, England, 
Belgium, France, Switzerland, Italy, 
Austria, Germany, and Denmark. 

Purposes of the tour are to study in- 
ternational issues, to confer with Euro- 
pean leaders, provide first-hand contact 
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with the ecumenical movement and its 
leaders, and to see programs of Christian 
youth work. 

Additional information regarding the 
tour is available from the Board of 
World Peace, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, 
il. 


Christian Education Meet 


Set for Japan Aug. 6-13 


Some 4,500 persons from more than 
60 countries are expected to attend the 
Fourteenth World Convention on 
Christian Education in Tokyo, Japan, 
Aug. 6-13. 

Attending from the United States 
will be 500 delegates, with 130 expected 
to attend from Canada. 

Preceding the convention will be a 
World Institute on Christian Education 
at Seiwa College, Kobe, Japan, July 19 
to Aug. l. 

Theme of the world gathering is “Jesus 
Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life.” 
The meeting is being sponsored by the 
World Council of Christian Education 
and Sunday School Association. 

The program of the convention will 
be carried out in the work of five divi- 
sions and in plenary sessions for the en- 
tire group. Speakers for evening sessions 
will be Christian leaders from five con- 
tinents. 

The five divisions will be “The 
Church’s Work with Children,” “The 
Church’s Work with Youth,” “Adult 


Education and the Christian Home,” 


“General Christian Education,” and 
“The Christian Vocation of Laymen.” 

Any professional or volunteer worker 
in Sunday schools, youth groups and 
other types of Christian education is 
eligible to attend the convention. 

Information regarding the program is 
available from the Rev. Nelson Chappel, 
Room 1036, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 
10, N.Y. Details of travel information 
may be had by contacting the Rev. 
Russell F. Harrison, Room 1107, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 

Preparation for the World Institute is 
being made through world-wide use of 
a study guide. 

Following the institute and conven- 
tion, local institutes will be conducted 
in Japan and in other countries, using 
leaders from various countries who attend 
the Japan meetings. 

Thirty Methodists who will attend 
the World Convention on Christian Edu- 
cation in Tokyo in August will visit 
mission projects in Alaska, Japan and 
Hawaii before and after the convention. 

The Rev. Edwin F. Tewksbury is di- 
rector of the tour which is being spon- 
sored by the Interboard Committee on 
Mission Education. 

Those taking part in the tour will 
leave Seattle July 28, returning to 
Seattle Aug. 23. 

Additional information regarding the 
tour may be obtained from Mr. Tewks- 
bury, Interboard Committee on Mission- 
ary Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 
2, Tenn. 


The Rev. Edgar H. Bradley, pastor at Madera, Calif., gives car keys to Bishop Mongal 
Singh of India. Donors were Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Thomas in the name of the Madera 
Church. L. to r. are Mr. Thomas, Mr. Bradley, Mrs. Thomas, Bishop Singh, the Rev. 
Hendrix Townsley, missionary to India, and Emelio Pistoresi, dealer who sold the car at 
factory price. 
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Southern California-Arizona 
Conference is making 


IT PAYS T0 we F OR headway against staggering ») 
church extension needs 


C H U x ( H EX PA N S | 0 N by carefully laid plans 


a Population growth keeps pushing 
Methodists of Southern California- 
Arizona Annual Conference. Here is 
what is happening: 

Arizona will increase in population 
by over 50 per cent in the next 20 years, 
a gain of nearly a million persons. 


3 A study by the Southern California 


First ‘‘big brother’’ project in the conference was at Las Vegas, Nev., where 
Griffith Church (below) was built with help from First Church. 


Research Council shows that the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area will have 8 
million persons by 1970, an increase of 
45 per cent in the next 15 years. 

The Board of Missions and Church 
Extension of Southern California-Arizona 
Conference faces a gigantic task in 
providing its share of the new churches 
needed. (The conference embraces the 
southern half of California, all of Arizona 
and the southern tip of Nevada.) 

To meet the need 5 steps have been 
taken: 

1. Provision for capital and mainte- 


nance of new churches on an apportion- 
The idea of tithing building funds was started at Glendale. First Church ment quota basis. 


did this and gave $30,000 for the new Granada Hills Church (below). In the past 5 years the churches of 
fat the conference paid $4,129,297 on their 
benevolence apportionments, which in- 
clude World Service, operating budgets, 
and capital expenditures for the confer- 
ence. 
The amounts available for church 
extension have been: 
$ 146,907 
198,429 
199,123 
218,843 


Fastest growing of the 57 churches started in 10 years by the conference tee 272,167 
is Los Altos Church, Long Beach. Here is building recently completed. ea 


: $1,035,469 
J ae The $272,167 last year aided 14 
» churches with capital funds, provided 
$22,647 for salaries of church extension 
pastors, $3,000 for surveys, and $2,000 
for taxes and land. In addition $27,216 
was sent to the Division of National 
Missions in Philadelphia for church ex- 
tension work elsewhere (the 10 per 
cent fund). 

During each year of this quadrennium 
there will be available about $270,000 
for church extension purposes and ap- 
proximately $27,000 per year will go 
to the Division of National Missions for 
church extension work in other needy 
areas. 

2. Creating a revolving fund for 
purchasing sites for new churches. 
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We had two campaigns, one in 1953 
and another in 1956, in which Bishop 
Kennedy addressed 27 dinner meetings 
and raised $512,000 in pledges for the 
Bishop’s Prospectors Fund and Memorial 
Funds. To date, $317,761 has been paid 
on the pledges. 

The purpose of the fund is to make 
possible the purchase of good church 
building sites while they are still avail- 
able at favorable prices. The land is 
held until the Board of Missions is ready 
to allocate funds for the project and 
then the purchase price of the land is 
put back into the Prospectors Fund. 

On 16 such properties, bought for 
$266,563, churches are now organized. 
Twelve additional properties have been 
purchased for $255,966. The Comity 
Commission of the Southern California 
Council of Churches has granted Meth- 
odists 39 additional sites where land will 
be purchased when funds are available. 
Cash paid recently as pledge to the 
Prospectors Fund will make possible the 
immediate purchase of four more prop- 
erties. In May, when the Board of Mis- 
sions can release funds for new churches 
started this year, an additional five prop- 
erties will be purchased. 

3. Developing the Big Brother Move- 
ment by which strong churches aid new 
ones. 

During the past three years 16 
churches have donated or obligated them- 
selves to give to new churches a total 
of $476,931. 

The First Church of Glendale, Calif., 
started the idea of a church which is 
in a building campaign for its own needs 
giving 10 per cent of the campaign pro- 
ceeds to help a new church. As a result 
this church gave $30,000 to the new 
Granada Hills Church. The Granada 
Hills Church, three years old with 271 
members, is tithing its building campaign 
and so accepting the challenge given it 
by First Church. 

Four churches are now tithing their 
building campaigns and a resolution 
passed at the 1957 annual conference 
session asks all churches in building 
campaigns to consider this tithing plan. 

Central Church, Phoenix, Ariz., re- 
turned to the national Board of Missions 
$7,000 once donated to it and $6,300 
has come back for another new church 
in Phoenix. This whole program of 
returning donations is being promoted 
now and can result in many thousands 
of additional dollars. 

4. Promoting a stewardship loan fund 
to help growing new churches build ad- 
ditional needed facilities. 

These funds are being obtained from 
interested laymen who will lend their 
funds to the Conference Board of Mis- 
sions without interest or at a very low 
rate of interest. This fund now has $30,- 
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000 but it is hoped that it will be greatly 
increased. 

5. Encouraging 
mortgage their 
property. 

These mortgages serve as security for 
loans to be made to the Conference 
Board of Missions, so that the funds 
made available can be used in aiding the 
construction of new churches. 

First Church of Alhambra has mort- 
gaged its property and made possible a 
loan of $50,000 to the new Monte Vista 
Church so that a social hall and an edu- 
cational unit can be constructed. 


large churches to 
unencumbered _ real 


57 New Ones in 10 Years 


In the past ten years 57 new churches 
have been organized in the Southern 
California-Arizona Annual Conference. 
Forty-three of these were in new com- 
munities and 14 were in special areas 
of need such as low-cost housing de- 
velopments and language churches. 

The total membership of the 43 
churches in new communities is 14,824 
or an average of 344 per church. The 
average net gain per year has been 79 
members. 

The property evaluation of the 43 
churches is $5,124,623. These same 
churches have given $218,757 to benev- 
olences. 


Seven new churches have been or- 
ganized this conference year. Construc- 
tion of first holding units will begin in 
the early summer or late fall. 

The Conference Board of Missions 
gives a new church up to $20,000 on 
the cost of the land and $10,000 toward 
the first unit. The new congregation 
must raise $5,000 on the initial unit. 
The balance required comes from a do- 
nation from the national. Board of Mis- 
sions and a loan either from the national 
board or a local lending institution. The 
conference board donates 20 per cent 
of the cost of the parsonage and the 
monthly payments for the first year. The 
conference board provides the full mini- 
mum salary plus car allowances and al- 
lowances for children the first year of 
the new church, two thirds of the salary 
the second year, and one third the third 
year. After that the new church is on 
its own. 

The response of the Methodists of the 
conference to the challenge of a fast- 
growing section of America is heartwarm- 
ing and augurs well for the continued 
growth of Methodism in this area. 


Dr. Williams has been executive secretary 
of the Southern California-Arizona Con- 
ference Board of Missions and Church 
Extension for five years. The conference is 
one of the few having a full-time executive 
in this field. 


Church at Orangethrope began in a stable (above). It now has left the 
temporary quarters for a lovely new chapel. 





SUMMER 
PROJECTS 
FOR 
inca 





Opportunities 

for service and 
learning, at 
home and abroad. 





Nine volunteer ‘service projects for 
Methodist college students, related either 
to missions or Christian citizenship, will 
be held this summer under the auspices 
of three national Methodist agencies. 

About 140 college men and women 
will be sought for participation in the 
projects, which include work camps in 
home and overseas mission fields, com- 
munity service projects in two United 
States cities and a “School of Political 
Processes” in Washington, D. C. The 
principal sponsor of the projects is the 
Methodist Student Movement, national 
organization of about 400,000 Methodist 
or Methodist-preference college students. 
Co-sponsors with the MSM are the Meth- 
odist Board of Education, Nashville, 
Tenn., and the Board of Missions of The 
Methodist Church, New York. 

In addition to work camps and other 
programs held for the last several years, 
three new projects will be undertaken 
next summer, the Rev. R. C. Singleton, 
a director of student work for the Board 
of Missions, said. 

The Political Processes School in the 
nation’s capital, a social service project 
in the heart of Boston, and a service 
project at a community center in Seattle, 
Wash., are the new projects. Almost new 
will be a work camp in the Dominican 
Republic; a work camp originally to 
have been held in Cuba was transferred 
to the Dominican in 1957. 

Projects to be repeated, some for the 
ninth or tenth year, include work camps 
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1958 city projects will be in Seattle and Boston. Two years ago this group fixed up a 
building as part of a community service project in Washington, D.C. 


in Mexico, Alaska, Henderson Settle- 
ment, Ky., and Calexico, Calif., and a 
combination work camp and travel semi- 
nar in Europe. 

For all projects, Mr. Singleton said, 
students must have completed the 
sophomore year of college or the equiv- 
alent. Other general qualifications include 
good health, a desire to serve others and 
an ability to work with persons of all 
races and social-economic levels, he 
added. For the work camps, simple con- 
struction skills are helpful. 

Students pay the cost of their travel 
to and from the project, plus a fee of 
$20 to $60, Mr. Singleton said. Local 
churches, Methodist campus groups, dis- 
tricts and annual conferences are en- 
couraged to help defray students’ 
expenses. 

Information about any of the projects 
may be obtained from two offices, that 
of Mr. Singleton, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y., and of the Rev. Harvey 
C. Brown, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. Both offices process applications. 

Pastors, chairmen of local church com- 
missions on missions and other inter- 
ested local church leaders are asked to 
encoyrage interested Methodist students 
to write for information about the proj- 
ects. 

Deadline for submitting applications 
is around May 1. 

Specific information about each proj- 
ect has been provided by Mr. Singleton, 
as follows: 


Dominican Republic 


The Dominican Republic work camp 
will be interdenominational, with par- 
ticipation by Methodist, Presbyterian and 
United Brethren students. Students are 
needed who have skills in simple con- 
struction, youth and children’s work, 
homemaking and simple health educa- 
tion. A related study program will em- 
phasize Bible study, the nature of the 
Christian world mission and the church 
in the modern world. 

Five Methodist students are needed. 
Date: June 18 to July 30. Registration 
fee: $50. Applications should be sent 
to Dr. Brown. 


Alaska 


The Alaska work camp group will 
spend about two weeks in each of three 
different places. They will improve fa- 
cilities at the Anchor Point Methodist 
Church on the Kenai Peninsula, finish 
nursery and kindergarten rooms at the 
Chugiak church and do interior finishing 
at the Mountain Point church near 
Ketchikan. There will be opportunity for 
physical work, worship, study and fellow- 
ship. 

Ten students are needed. Dates: June 
18 to July 30. Registration fee: $50. 
Applications should be sent to Mr. 
Singleton. 


Mexico 
The Mexico work camp, as in past 
years, will be held in rural villages. It 


THE METHODIST STORY 





is expected the program will include 
simple farming or gardening, recreation 
leadership, worship and study. 

Fifteen students are needed. Dates: 
June 18 to Aug. 11. Registration fee: 
$60. Applications should be sent to Dr. 
Brown. 

Europe 

The combination work camp and 
travel seminar will take the group through 
England, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and 
France. Near Ried, Austria, the group 
will assist in building a church for 
refugees. Leaders from various areas of 
life in each of the countries visited will 
lead discussions. 

Up to 40 students are needed. Ap- 
proximate dates: July 8 to Aug. 29. 
The trip will cost about $925. Applica- 
tions should be sent to Dr. Brown or 
Mr. Singleton. 


Washington 

The purpose of this new Washington 
School of Political Processes is to pro- 
vide education and stimulation for stu- 
dents interested in political and 
governmental affairs from the Christian 
standpoint. To be set up like a three- 
week seminar, the school will be devoted 
to academic level of study and research. 


Each student will be expected to com- 
plete a research project by the end of the 
course. 

Twenty students are needed. Tentative 
dates: June 18 to July 9. Registration 
fee: $20. Applications should be sent 
to Mr. Singleton. 


Seattle 

The new Seattle community project 
is a part of the summer program of the 
Seattle Atlantic Street Center, with work 
in nearby Methodist churches which 
have a relationship to the center. Stu- 
dents will help run a day-camp program 
in a low-income housing project; they 
will share in a co-operative household, 
visit community agencies and attend 
meetings of social significance. 

Ten students are needed. Date: June 
18 to July 30. Registration fee: $20. 
Applications should be sent to Mr. 
Singleton. 

Boston 


In past years, the Methodist Student 
Movement has sponsored summer service 
projects in the “inner cities” of such 
places as New York, Chicago and Cin- 
cinnati. This summer a similar project 
will be held in the inner city of Boston, 
where, like many other cities, the “down- 
town” area is constantly changing. 


Fourteen students are needed. Tenta- 
tive dates: June 18 to July 30. Registra- 
tion fee: $20. Applications should be 
sent to Mr. Singleton. 


Kentucky 


The work camp at Henderson Settle- 
ment, a Methodist mission in the moun- 
tains of eastern Kentucky, will include 
such activities as landscaping grounds, 
replanting trees, moving soil and building 
fences. The group will also assist in 
daily vacation schools, youth activities 
and community recreation. 

Fourteen students are needed: Dates 
June 18 to July 30. Registration fee: 
$20. Applications should be sent to Mr. 
Singleton. 


California 

At Calexico, Calif., a town of Anglo 
and Latin-Americans on the Mexico- 
United States border, work campers will 
help build a new apartment-garage and 
will work with children and youths in a 
neighborhood house, operated by the 
Woman’s Division of Christian Service 
of the Board of Missions. 

Ten students are needed. Dates: June 
18 to July 30. Registration fee: $20. 
Applications should be sent to Mr. 
Singleton. 





Young Adults from U.S. 


To Work in Puerto Rico 


Twenty-five Methodist young adults 
from the United States will visit Puerto 
Rico in June tc work with young adults 
of the Puerto Rico Annual Conference. 

The group will leave from Miami, 
Fla., by air for San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
June 22, returning to Miami July 1. 

The tour is under the direction of the 
Interboard Committee on Missionary 
Education of The Methodist Church. 
The Rev. Edwin F. Tewksbury of the 
staff of the Interboard Committee will 
serve as director. 

The purpose of the tour is to help in 
the development of a program for young 
adults in the Methodist churches of 
Puerto Rico. 

In co-operation with the Board of 
Education and the Board of Missions, 
the tour has been planned so that mem- 
bers will be able to participate in the first 
conference-wide young adult assembly 
of the Puerto Rico Annual Conference 
to be held at the new Methodist camp 
at Mameyes on June 28 and 29. 

While in San Juan, the group will 
stay at the George O. Robinson School, 
one of the mission schools of the Board 
of Missions. 

In addition to attending the weekend 
assembly, the young adults will meet in 
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subdistrict meetings and with the young 
adult group on Vieques Island. 

The Rev. Richard Johnson, executive 
secretary of the Puerto Rico Annual Con- 
ference Board of Education, is in charge 
of arrangements while the U.S. group is 
in Puerto Rico. 

Further information and material de- 
scribing the itinerary of the tour are avail- 
able from the Rev. Edwin F. Tewksbury, 
Interboard Committee on Missionary 
Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 


Tenn. 


Schedule Work Camps 


Three work camps for Methodist 
youths are being sponsored this summer 
by the Youth Department of the Division 
of the Local Church, Board of Education, 
and by the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service of the Board of Missions. 

The camps will be conducted at 
Camp Merry Ledges of the Wesley Com- 
munity House, Louisville, Ky., June 19 
to July 17; Harwood Girls’ School, 
Albuquerque, N.M., June 26 to July 24; 
and Dulac Indian Center, Dulac, La., 
June 26 to July 24. 

Ten young people and two alternates 
will be chosen for each camp. The camp 
at Dulac will be for seniors and first-year 
college students. The other two camps 
will be for seniors. 

Those who participate will work with- 


out remuneration on projects of improve- 
ment at the three institutions. Major em- 
phasis will be on the projects that involve 
physical work. 

Further information may be had by 
writing the Rev. Joseph W. Bell, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. Deadline for 
applications is May 1. 


Produce MYF Filmstrip 


A new filmstrip has been prepared 
co-operatively by the Editorial Division 
and the Division of the Local Church 
of the Board of Education to help small 
Methodist Youth Fellowships. 

Not Bigger But Better has been pro- 
duced with the co-operation of the Tele- 
vision, Radio and Film Commission and 
may be purchased from branches of the 
Methodist Publishing House for $9. 

The filmstrip is in black-and-white, 
53 frames, and runs 12 minutes. A 
33 1/3 rpm record accompanies it. 

Not Bigger But Better shows how a 
small MYF, through careful planning, 
renewed its purpose and prayerful effort, 
and grew “not bigger . . . but better,” 
pointing the way for other small groups 
to follow. 

The filmstrip is suggested for use with 
young people in the small MYF, their 
adult counselors and pastors, in the local 
church, at district and subdistrict meet- 
ings, and with leadership schools. 
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Rededicate Paine College 


Seventy-five years of service were 
celebrated by Paine College of Augusta, 
Ga., Jan. 22-24. 

Paine College was founded by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church (formerly Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church). It is a coeducational, 
senior college of liberal arts for Negroes 
with an average annual enrollment of 
500. 

Included in the observance was a re- 
dedication service which recommitted 
Paine College to its historical and es- 
sential task of providing academic work 
of high quality to prepare leaders for the 
needs of the communities where they are 
to live. 

Paine College is one of the schools 
which benefit from Race Relations Day 
offerings each year. 


Schedule Education Study 


A nation-wide study of the effective- 
films and other audio-visual 
materials in the Christian education pro- 
erams of Methodist churches is scheduled 
to begin this fall. 

Preparation for the study is under 
way, but participating churches will not 
be involved before Oct. 1. Researchers 
will select 60 Methodist churches repre- 
senting every section of the country for 
the study. They will be chosen from 
each of the six jurisdictions. 

The study will continue into 1959 
and the results will be reported at the 
annual meeting of the Curriculum Com- 


ness of 


Mar. 


mittee of The Methodist Church in 
December, 1959. 

The Rev. Bob J. Golter, a staff mem- 
ber of the Methodist Publishing House 
who is director of audio-visual produc- 
tions for the curriculum, will direct the 


study. 


Educators Ask Support 


For Methodist Schools 


More than 235,000 students—eight 
per cent of the nation’s total—are en- 
rolled in Methodist colleges. Endowment 
of the 136 Methodist-related institutions 
exceeds $400,000,000, with their total 
plant value estimated to be $525,000,- 
000. 

These figures were reported at the 
annual meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of Schools and Colleges of The 
Methodist Church held in Miami Beach, 
Fla., in January. 

It was also reported that the church’s 
direct support of its schools has increased 
from $800,000 in 1943 to more than 
$4,000,000 annually, but that a great 
deal more support is needed. 

Discussion at the meeting centered 
around Methodism’s current four-year, 
church-wide Emphasis on Christian 
Higher Education and the proper role of 
the church-related college in the new 
“race for space” age. 

The Rev. Fred G. Holloway, presi- 
dent of Drew University, Madison, N.J., 
told the group: 

“The primary responsibility of Meth- 
odist colleges is not denominational, but 
to hand down the Christian faith to 
succeeding generations and to lift up 


2-9 is the week when Methodists will be telling their neighbors about Christ 


through the National Week of Visitation Evangelism. Leaders in the work include (I. to 
r.) Harry Denman, general secretary of the Board of Evangelism, the Rev. George A. 
Fallon, president of the Council of Evangelism and Robert G. Mayfield, general secretary 


of the Board of Lay Activities. 
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Christian leaders in all walks of life.” 

The Rev. John O. Gross, general 
secretary of the Board of Education’s 
Division of Educational Institutions, said, 
“The church’s task in higher education 
is not seasonal nor quadrennial—it is 
continuous.” 

Dr. Robert E. Burns, president of the 
106-year-old College of the Pacific at 
Stockton, Calif., was elected president 
of the association. He succeeds Dr. 
Hubert Searcy, president of Huptingdon 
College, Montgomery, Ala. 


Agency Ships Living Gifts 
To Needy in 25 Countries 


Several “living gifts of goodwill” were 
contributed by donors in Iran, Canada, 
England and the United States for ship- 
ment overseas last year. 

Included in these gifts were 791 cattle, 
665 sheep, 388 goats, 71,302 chicks, 
21,217 hatching eggs, 65 pigs, 166 
rabbits, 20 hives of bees and 100 guinea 
keats. These were shipped to 25 coun- 
tries by Heifer Project Inc., New Wind- 
sor, Md. 

Heifer Project Inc., is an interfaith 
relief and _ rehabilitation organization 
which sends contributed livestock and 
poultry to war ruined and agriculturally 
undeveloped countries. Methodists par- 
ticipate in this project through the Meth- 
odist Committee for Overseas Relief. 

Recipients of the livestock and poultry 
are refugees, schools, orphanages and 
hospitals. 

Thurl Metzger, Heifer Project execu- 
tive, points out that a unique quality 
about the Heifer Project program is the 
passing on of the first-born of the animals. 
Such a plan enables the first recipient 
to share his good fortune to help a 
needy neighbor. 

During 1957 a total of 115 shipments 
were made to Austria, Bolivia, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, East Ger- 
many, West Germany, Greece, Honduras, 
Japan, Jordan, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, Spain, Taiwan, Turkey, 
Venezuela, Viet Nam and the United 
States. 


Publish Missions Guide 


Methodists of three Scandinavian coun- 
tries are now able to read for the first 
time in their own language a comprehen- 
sive book about mission work they sup- 
port in various parts of the world. 

Published in Norwegian, Danish and 
Swedish, the book is a combined gazet- 
teer, directory of missionaries and an- 
thology of Scandinavian Methodist mis- 
sions. The volume was a co-operative 
project of Methodists in the three coun- 
tries. 
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PME RUD Qed BUD Wot Me -SUn fed cd 


A work sheet for use in planning the church program and the 
budgeting of stewardship income during the next year. 


WE WILL STRENGTHEN OUR HOME CHURCH THis YEAR) NEXT YEAR 
WE DID I we Witt i 


H+ 


1. For our worship ministry 


2. For our pastoral ministry 
3. For membership and evangelism 


4. For Christian education 





5. For local-church missionary cultivation 
Lor ER dramatize if World my ft 


irisn 





6. For connectional and interdenominational funds 


TOGETHER PIVe lial i@gWs Of events. 


TOTAL 


WE WILL SEND TOGETHER TO EVERY MEMBER FAMILY 
TO STRENGTHEN THE ENTIRE CHURCH PROGRAM 


TOGETHER will undergird and strengthen our entire THIS YEAR | NEXT YEAR 
church program. It'll go direct to the homes of mem- WE DID | WE WILL 
ber families each month. The cost under the ALL | - — 
FAMILY PLAN is less than 4¢ a family per week, 

billed 50¢ a quarter or $2 a year to your church. 











TOTAL 


WE WILL BUILD A CHRISTIAN WORLD TOGETHER THis YEAR | NEXT YEAR 


WE DID WE WILL 





1. For Annual Conference benevolences 


To FHER reports Methodis activities 





2. For General Benevolences 


FOGETHER builds interest in churct 





3. For “Advance Specials” 


TOGETHER motivates increased giving. 


4. For the Week of Dedication 


TOGETHER tells stories of dedicated Methodists. 








5. For the Fellowship of Suffering and Service 


TOGETHER creates a new awareness of others. 





Se a OE TDR LORI 


TOTAL 





GRAND TOTAL FOR CHRIST AND THE KINGDOM 














easy order blanks 


For literature to aid your 
church's work, fill in the 
coupons. Mail each coupon 
to'the address indicated. 


FOR NEW MEMBERS 


GENERAL Boarp oF EVANGELISM 
1908 Grand Ave. 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Please send me the following materials: 
___. Membership packet. 50¢; 12 for 
$5 


Membership packet, (for adults 
and older youths). $1; 12 for 
$10. 

Methodist membership cards. 100 
for $2; 300 and over, $1.50 
per 100. 

Spiritual Life for Methodist Chris- 
tians, (turnover chart). $12. 
Spiritual Life for Methodist Chris- 
tians, (pocket chart booklet). 
35¢: 12 or more, 25¢ each. 

I Will Uphold the Church, (book- 
let for new members). 10¢; 12 

for $1. 

The Methodist Primer, 50¢; 12 
or more, 35¢ each. 

The Beliefs of a Methodist Chris- 
tian, 50¢; 12 or more, 35¢ each. 

_ The Methodist First Reader, 50¢; 

12 or more, 35¢ each. 

The Methodist Church, (leaflet). 
190 for $2. 

Why Join The Methodist Church, 
(leaflet). 100 for $2. 

_ How to Join The Methodist 
Church, (leaflet). 100 for $2. 

Some Essential Methodist Be- 
liefs, (leaflet). 100 for $4. 

When Methodists Baptize, (leaf- 
let). 100 for $4. 

Manual for Commission on Mem- 
bership and Evangelism. 35¢; 
4 or more, 25¢ each. 


Total amount of order $ 


Cash enclosed [] 
Charge to my account (J 


Name 


Address 


METHODIST STORY BINDER 


Tue Metnopist Story 
740 Rush St. 
Chicago 11, Tl. 


Please send me METHODIST 
binders as follows at $1 each: 


Story 


stamped “The Pastor’s Copy” 
_. plain 
Send cash with order. 
Name 


Address 


On a wide circuit) w. W. Reid 


A noted corporation publicist suggests 
in a recent volume (Corporate Public 
telations, by John W. Hill; Harper & 
Bros.) that in any American community 
the “leader” or the maker of public 
opinion is almost always, despite his 
economic or other status, “an individual 
who is demonstrating his alert interest in 
improving the lives of others, whether 
by helping them in their personal affairs 
Cas the doctor, and lawyer, and minister) 
or by improving the social and cultural 
environment in which they live.” 

Another specifies the men and women 
who in the average American community 
—the larger town or the smaller city— 
are in the role of “opinion makers”; that 
is, their attitude toward a proposal (say, 
for a new school) will pretty much de- 
termine the opinion or attitude of “the 
undecided.” The number of “undecided 
—those who are open to influence and 
conviction—may run from 60 per cent 
to 75 per cent of the people, depending 
somewhat upon how much earlier debate 
there has been—or heat generated. 

These “opinion makers” include: po- 
litical figures—judges, legislators, and so 
forth; ministers, editors and news com- 
mentators, school officials, members of 
the legal and medical professions; heads 
of civic, veteran, cultural, trade, com- 
mercial, and other groups; and probably 
other “leading members” of these bodies. 
Depending upon the particular issue and 
the areas of community living affected, 
one or another of these “opinion makers” 
may seem to dominate: the clergymen 
(where vocal) on moral issues, the editors 
and school heads on school expansion. 

Prof. Paul Lazarsfeld, a Columbia 
University sociologist, made studies re- 
cently in this field, and reports that only 
about 20 per cent of the people in an 
average community can be listed as 
“opinion leaders”; and even this number 
is practically less, for some of this 20 per 
cent may be “opinion makers” in one 
field, but have little influence in another. 
A minister’s view might have great 
weight in deciding a moral issue, but per- 
haps not much in deciding a town’s fi- 
nancial problems. 

Professor Lazarsfeld agrees also that 
the known service of the individual to 
his community largely determines the 
degree of his influence, rather than does 
his economic, social, or professional stand- 
ing. He points out that an “important” 


lawyer may be out-ranked as a molder of 
opinion by a “small” tradesman who de- 
votes much of his time to promoting the 
welfare of boys—perhaps as a scoutmas- 
ter. These leaders, he discovered also, are 
almost always well-read and good listen- 
ers, have a “value system” to weigh the 
usefulness of new knowledge and infor- 
mation, are gregarious and friendly, or, 
to put it otherwise, they are confident 
and mature as they face facts... . 

What does all this “survey of leader- 
ship” mean to me and to my church in 
my community? 

It means that if my church is to have 
a place of leadership in my community 
Cor, more important, to make its witness 
for Christ and his way), it must demon- 
strate its “alert interest in improving the 
lives of others”’—the everyday life of all 
people in the town; and “by improving 
the environment in which they live.” It 
must be a giving rather than a receiving 
agency. 

It means that my church must be an 
“opinion maker” to the makers of opinion 
in the community; it must not keep its 
light to itself, but have its illumination 
touch the lives of doctors, teachers, 
lawyers, editors and others who mold 
thought. 

It means that my minister—yes, and as 
many men and women of my church as 
possible, including myself—must get into 
the active life of my community. We can- 
not shirk civic duty. We cannot be 
content to hear (or even deliver) 
stirring sermons on Sunday: we must 
translate those messages and apply those 
stirrings to all that we do in our com- 
munity and in our several callings on 
Monday. 

Such application of leadership and 
service will indeed glorify God, and help 
achieve the Kingdom envisioned by 


Christ. 


Extend Security Deadline 


Apr. 15, 1959, is the new deadline 
which was set for clergymen to join the 
federal Social Security program as self- 
employed persons. 

A bill, passed by Congress and signed 
by President Eisenhower, permits a min- 
ister to include free meals, lodging, or 
the rental value of his parsonage as part 
of his earnings in computing Social Se- 
curity benefits. 
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Story of the Month: 


Help Them-- 


They 
Help Others 


Mission dollars spent at this 
Santiago center are 

multiplied through the devotion 
of the people it serves. 


by E. Harold Mohn 


Chile, the shoestring country of South 
America, is 3,000 miles long and about 
250 miles wide at its widest point. It 
has some of the richest people of the 
world and some of the poorest. 

In the capital city of Santiago our 
church has an excellent girls’ school 

(Santiago College), Sweet Memorial 
Institute for the poorer families, and a 
group of churches that are making an 
enviable record of growth and sacrificial 
service. 


Juanito, whose father abandoned the family, 
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Before and After 


came to the institute last July weighing 11 


pounds. Two and a half months later he was smiling and husky. 


Here, as everywhere, it is true that 
help comes to those who show willing- 
ness to do something for themselves. 
But there is ‘a spirit greater than that 
in these Chilean people. Those whom 
we help go on to help others. 

There are many examples, but one of 
the best is Sweet Memorial Institute. 

So eager are these people to serve 
that, in spite of limited means, they 
more than match gifts that come from 
the United States. The accompanying 


Before and After 


Left, ruins of Sweet Memorial Institute’s 
main building after the 1947 fire. Below, 
new building completed from Week of 
Dedication gifts of 1950 and 1951. 


“SARE 2 ESO NER a ec 
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Reedienattiinetandemened 


chart (see next page) of the institute’s 
department of social work shows how, in 
a six-month period, gifts of 563,645 
pesos in missionary money permitted 
2,241,545 pesos of work to be done. 
Chileans gave three quarters of the money 
spent. And Chilean gifts have grown 
right along with those from the States. 

Back in 1947 things looked dark at 
Sweet Memorial Institute. In Decem- 
ber of that year fire destroyed the main 
building. Reconstruction became one of 
the first emergency projects of the Week 
of Dedication and receipts from the 
Week of Dedication offerings in 1950 
and 1951 rebuilt the institute. 

The new building is a dream come 
true for the service of some of the most 
needy and worthy people in Santiago. 
Its nursery is splendidly equipped to 
care for the children of working mothers 
and so save babies from destitution. It 
has also a kindergarten and school for 
older children and space for club work 
among young people. 

But see what the people are doing for 
themselves after the encouragement of 
help from the States. Miss Florence 
Prouty tells how they established a den- 
tal clinic with very little outside aid. 

In May of last year some women of 
San Ramon Church in Santiago asked 
Miss Prouty if she could help them do 
something more in their neighborhood. 
She knew they already had a small day 
school and was sure there was not space 
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for more in the same room. But she said 
she would “co-operate.” 

The next month they asked her over 
for a WSCS meeting. She was surprised 
to see that they had, themselves, built 
on two additional rooms. One was for 
a kitchen and the other “for medical 
work.” On talking it over, they agreed 
that dental care was the most urgent 
need for the fifty to a hundred thousand 
people in that section of the city. 

The dentist from Sweet Memorial 
Institute gave them four hours of her 
time each week, using instruments from 
the institute. After much deliberation, 
the women decided to set up a list of 


How Local Support Adds to Mission Dollars 


($ denotes Chilean peso, 800 to one U.S. dollar.) 


Department of Social Work, 


charges for dental services—not high 
prices, but enough to cover materials and 
salary. 

Equipment was located and bought 
with loans from the institute. On Sun- 
day, Sept. 15, the clinic was ready for 
dedication. Dental service began Oct. 1. 

And so, because our church had a 
missionary there to help and a base of 
operations, the Methodist people of San- 
tiago have added one more service to 
the list of things they are doing for 
others. 

How better can we invest the Lord’s 
money than in making this kind of 
growth possible? 


Chile 
$1,677,900 
74.9% 

L 


Sweet Memorial Institute, Santiago, Chile 


CT Amount raised in Chile. 


ima Designated and special gifts from U.S. 
Ea Regular Board of Missions grant. 


Chile 


Chile 
$569,024 
79.2% 


1953 
$718,148 


1954 
$878,157 


$493,822 
56.9% 
v 


1956 
$2,241,545 


1955 
$1,277,735 


Chart of funds for first half of five different years 
shows how much Chileans add to gifts from U.S. 





Need Civilian Chaplains 


There is a need wherever American 
military personnel are located in large 
numbers for civilian chaplains to min- 
ister to them while they are off base 
and off duty. This is the belief of the 
interdenominational Committee of Min- 
istry to Servicemen in the Far East. It 
is attested to by both the General Chap- 
lain’s Commission (interdenominational) 
and the Methodist Commission on 
Chaplains. 

Centers of Christian counsel and fel- 
lowship for military and naval personnel 
while off duty have been opened by 
the churches, under National Council of 
Churches auspices, in major cities in 
Japan, Formosa and Hong Kong. Similar 
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centers seem desirable in Korea, Oki- 
nawa, the Panama Canal Zone and in 
several cities of Europe. 

These centers and the personnel as- 
signed to them supplement the work of 
the commissioned army-navy chaplains. 

The Methodist Church, through its 
personnel office of the Board of Missions, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y., 
is seeking one or more qualified Meth- 
odist ministers to assign them to this 
ministry. The period of service is from 
three to five years. Funds are available. 
The men are needed now. 

Persons interested in this type of 
service or those who know someone 
capable of performing these duties are 
requested to contact M. O. Williams at 
the Board of Missions address. 


Group Looks at Industry 


Fifty delegates who attended the Min- 
istry to Industry Conference in Wash- 
ington, D.C., in December agreed that 
the time has come for The Methodist 
Church to take “a fresh view” of its 
responsibility for a more effective min- 
istry to America’s fast-changing indus- 
trial society. 

A findings committee, headed by 
Bishop William C. Martin of Dallas, 
Tex., made the following recommenda- 
tions: 

e Upgrading of the industrial parish in 
the mind of the church. 

e Development of a church-wide pro- 
gram of convocations and institutes de- 
signed to bring the issues of industrial 
life into full study and discussion. 

e Consideration of special chaplains of 
industrial relations—such as the highly 
specialized work achieved in the Boston 
Area—as a possible pattern for express- 
ing the church’s concern for better labor- 
management relations. 

e Extreme care in appointing chaplains 
to industry whose salaries would be paid 
by sources outside the church. 

e The church shall not become the 
captive of any faction or section of 
society. Its responsibility is to the gospel 
which it is given to proclaim. 

The conference was called by the 
Methodist Commission on Chaplains and 
the Methodist Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations. Ministers and laymen 
attended. Speakers at the meeting in- 
cluded Methodist bishops, pastors and 
laymen representing both management 
and organized labor. 


Offer Methodist Reprint 


Reprints of Hartzell Spence’s article, 
“The Methodists,” which first appeared 
in Look magazine in September, 1957, 
are now available from the four regional 
offices of Methodist Information. 

The reprint of the 10-page article with 
pictures sells for 10¢ each. Order from 
Methodist Information, 150 Fifth Ave., 
New York 11, N.Y.; 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill.; Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn.; or 100 Maryland Ave. NE, 
Washington 2, D.C. 

With its publication in Look magazine 
and being reprinted in condensed form 
in Reader's Digest in December, 1957, 
“The Methodists” has had a U.S. cir- 
culation of 16,628,000 and a probable 
readership of 56,815,000. 

Suggested uses of the article are: for 
distribution to official board members, for 
men’s and women’s classes and youth 
groups as study courses, for use by 
pastors in their preparatory classes, and 
for presentation to members when they 
are received into the church. 
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Mr. Boyles Mr. Jones 


Concern, motive Editors 


New editors for Concern and motive, 
publications of the National Conference 
of Methodist Youth and the Methodist 
Student Movement, respectively, have 
been named. 

The Rev. Charles H. Boyles, projects 
secretary of the National Conference and 
formerly national chairman of the United 
Christian Youth Movement, is editor of 
Concern. He succeeds H. Donald Wink- 
ler who has become assistant director 
and instructor in communications at 
North Dakota Agricultural College. 

New editor of motive is the Rev. 
Jameson Jones. Mr. Jones has been on 
the staff of the Department of College 
and University Religious Life of the 
Division of Educational Institutions, 
Board of Education. He has served as 
director of special projects. 

Mr. Jones succeeds the Rev. Roger E. 
Ortmayer who resigned Feb. 1 to be- 
come professor of Christianity and the 
arts at Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University. 

New managing editor of Concern is 
Edgar A. Gossard. He formerly worked 
as an editorial assistant on Roundtable, 
a Methodist youth publication. 


Brazil Honors Methodists 


For the second time since 1880, a 
Methodist missionary has been awarded 
the Order of the Southern Cross, Brazil’s 
highest decoration for foreigners. 

The Rev. Walter H. Moore of Wash- 
ington, D.C., was the recipient of the 
award. Dr. Moore was the only clergy- 
man in a group of 14 persons who re- 
ceived the award. 

Dr. Moore, who retired in 1956 after 
38 years of service as a Methodist mis- 
sionary-educator, joins the late Rev. 
Hugh C. Tucker, pioneer missionary to 
Brazil, as the only two Methodist mis- 
sionaries to receive this award. 

Dr. Moore was president of Granbery 
Institute for 29 years. Granbery, founded 
in 1890, is a combination of elementary 
school, high school and junior college 
in Juiz de Fora. Today it has an enroll- 
ment of 850 students and schools of law, 
pharmacy, dentistry and education. 

A Methodist missionary from Spartan- 
burg, $.C., Miss Louise Best, has been 
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made an honorary citizen of Santa Maria, 
Brazil, the city where she has served 
since 1922. 

Miss Best is the first woman ever to 
be so honored by Santa Maria. She has 
been connected with Colegio Centenario, 
an elementary and secondary school, 
since its establishment in 1922, serving 
as principal since 1937. 

This honor came to Miss Best just 
prior to her departure for the United 
States to retire. 

Since she first sailed to Brazil in 1921, 
Miss Best has seen Colegio Centenario 
grow from a student body of seven to 
almost 500. 


Korea Mission Wins 579 


An evangelistic mission in Korea in 
November was climaxed with the bap- 
tism of 579 persons at Ewha University 
in Seoul. 

Dr. Harry Denman, general secretary 
of the Board of Evangelism, led the mis- 
sion. He was assisted by the Rev. J. 
Manning Potts, editor of The Upper 
Room. 

Bishop and Mrs. G. Bromley Oxnam 
of Washington, D.C., and Bishop and 
Mrs. Gerald H. Kennedy of Los Angeles, 
Calif., participated in some of the mis- 
sion. The couples were on a world tour 
at the time. 

Among those baptized were 30 faculty 
members, some other employees of the 
university, and students all 18 years of 
age and over. Many of those who were 
baptized had religious backgrounds in 
Buddhism and Confucianism. 

Ewha University has been called “the 
biggest women’s school on earth.” It is 
a Methodist school with an enrollment 
of 5,000 Korean women. 


Schedule Missions Tour 


A round-the-world mission tour will 
be conducted this summer by a Meth- 
odist couple from Urbana, Ill., for in- 
terested Methodists. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Lindstrom will 
leave with the group from Chicago June 
29 on a 60-day tour. The trip will in- 
clude visiting Christian and government 
rural missions in Lebanon, Pakistan, 
India, the Philippines, Malaya, Hong 
Kong and Japan. 

In addition to the mission visits, the 
group will visit England, Scandinavian 
countries, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, 
Egypt, and the Holy Land. 

Mr. Lindstrom has conducted two 
tours through Europe previously, has 
spent six months in Sweden and three 
years in Japan. 

Further information is available from 
Mr. Lindstrom at 202 W. Pennsylvania 
Ave., Urbana, Ill. 


HOSPITAL AND HOMES MATERIALS 
Boarp or Hospitats AND Homes 
740 Rush Street 
Chicago 11, IIl. 
Please send me the following booklets 
(100 for $4; single copies 5¢ each plus 
self-addressed stamped envelope) : 
—__ Be Still and Know a 
Parents and The Sick 
Chil 
The Hygiene of Faith 
Walking Toward The 
Light aw 
The Art of Growing Older $___ 
Forward with Courage ee 
—— Meeting Life’s Wrench- 
ing Changes = 
Strength for Hospital Days $—__ 
For Those Who Wait ses 


Total amount enclosed: $___ 


— 


WORLD SERVICE 
COMMISSION ON PROMOTION AND CUL- 
TIVATION 
740 Rush St. 
Chicago 11, Il. 


Please send me in quantities indicated: 
For Leaders 


—— World Service Leaflets (descrip- 
tive folder) 


For General Distribution 


Go Ye Therefore (World Serv- 
ice leaflet for March. Check 
with your pastor to avoid dupli- 
cating a standing order he may 
have placed.) 

—— Here Are the Answers (revised 
edition). 


CHILDREN’S DAY 

Service DEPARTMENT 
Board of Education, The Methodist 
Church 
PO Box 871 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 
I enclose for the following 
number of copies of the program for 
Children’s Day, May 4. 
—____ | Will Sing to the Lord. 15¢; 2 

for 25¢; 10 for $1. 


TEMPERANCE 
TEM Press 
100 Maryland Ave., N.E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 
Please send me: 
Resource List 
Materials. 


of Temperance 








Loan Library 





The following new books have been 
added to the library of the Board of Mis- 
sions of The Methodist Church. To bor- 
row any of these—or other volumes— 
write the Librarian, Board of Missions, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Benson, Louis F., Hymnody of the Christian 
Church 

Boulding, Kenneth E., The Organizational 
Revolution: A Study in the Ethics of 
Economic Organization 

Broomfield, Gerald W., Towards Freedom 

Buber, Martin, Pointing the Way: Collecte:1 
Essays 

Chase, Stuart, Roads to Agreement 

Douglass, Earl L., The Douglass Sunday 
School Lessons, 1958 

Fuller, Reginald H., What Is Liturgical 
Preaching? 

Gilbert, Arthur and Tarvoc, Oscar, Your 
Neighbor Celebrates 

Hackman, George G., and others, Religion 
in Modern Life 

Harrison, Irene, Agatha Harrison 

Holcombe, Arthur N. (chairman), Strength- 
ening the United Nations: Commission 
to Study the Organization of Peace 

Hoyt, Elizabeth E., and others, American 
Income and Its Use 

Kannik, Preben, The Flag Book 

Kirchberger, Clare, Richard of Saint-Victor 


Luther, Martin, Three Treatises 

Marden, Orison S., Every Man a King, or 
Might in Mind-Mastery 

National Christian Council of India, The 
Urban Community and the Urban 
Church 

Niebuhr, Reinhold, Love and Justice 

Petry, Ray C., editor, Late Medieval Mysti- 
cism 

Pike, James A., The Next Day 

Price, Frank W., Marx Meets Christ 

Reischauer, Edwin O., The United States 
and Japan 

Rowley, H. H., The Faith of Israel: Aspects 
of Old Testament Thought 

Sangster, W. E., The Secret of Radiant Life 

Steindorff, George and Seele, Keith C., 
When Egypt Ruled the East 

Toynbee, Arnold, Christianity Among the 
Religions of the World 

von Gruenigen, John P., editor, Toward a 
Christian Philosophy of Higher Education 

Ward, A. Dudley, Goals of Economic Life 

Wilcox, Walter W., Social Responsibility in 
Farm Leadership 


Rename NCC Commission 


The unit that for 50 years has been 
publishing missionary books for study 
and reading by all denominations has 
changed its name again. 

It now is to be known as the Com- 
mission on Missionary Education and 
will be a commission of the Division of 
Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches. Formerly it was 
a “joint commission.” 


Benevolence Report 
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Prior to the organization of the Na- 
tional Council, the group was known 
as the Missionary Education Movement. 
In its earlier years it was called the 
Layman’s Missionary Movement. 

The commission will continue its 
work for Protestant churches in the 
United States. 

President of the commission for the 
1958-60 triennium is the Rev. William 
J. Keech of Philadelphia, Pa. 


Plan Education Workshop 
Estes Park, Colo., will be the site of 


the quadrennial nation-wide meeting of 
Methodist directors of Christian educa- 
tion Aug. 3-8. 

The purpose of the meeting is to pro- 
vide opportunity for growth in under- 
standing of the work of the director of 
Christian education and the learning of 
new insights and skills to carry forward 
this work more effectively in the local 
church. Sessions will be conducted on a 
workshop basis. 

Serious study, group sharing, worship 
and recreation in a park setting will be 
included in the meeting. 

Methodist directors of Christian educa- 
tion may obtain additional information 
about the workshop by writing the Rev. 
Wayne M. Lindecker, Jr., PO Box 871, 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


3,217,101 


104,496 
621,125 


95,172 
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fhe 


Figures are from Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer, Council on World Service and Finance. The fiscal year for all these funds is June 1 to May 31. 
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Educate on Social Concerns 
First Church, St. Joseph, Mich. 


The Christian social relations commis- 
sion of First Church, St. Joseph, Mich., 
started in 1954 as a committee of four. 
It now is a commission of eight. 

One of our first efforts was to help 
promote a Community Peace Conference 
of which our church was a part. 

Since then several times a year we have 
promoted evening meetings to study the 
United Nations, human rights and re- 
lated subjects. The film, The Sound of a 
Stone, was the basis for an interesting 
discussion at one such session. 

In 1956 the chairman was sent to the 
Churchman’s Seminar and the United 
Nations Seminar sponsored by the Board 
of World Peace and by Michigan Con- 
ference. Our commission and our Wom- 
an’s Society of Christian Service jointly 
sent a young person from our MYF to a 
Washington-UN Seminar in February, 
1958. 

At the time of the Suez and Hungar- 
ian crises, we promoted special prayers 
in all our services for the leaders and gov- 
ernments involved. At that time, too, we 
asked our members to write to their con- 
gressmen to give attention to the McCar- 
ron-Walter Act and the refugee problem 
in general. 

The American Committee on Africa 
has received financial and moral support 
from our church through our commission. 

In the area of legislation, we took part 
in the council of churches drive to defeat 
legal bingo in Michigan. When a syndi- 
cate tried to establish a pari-mutuel race 
track in our area we united with other 
churches to voice a protest (successful to 
date! ). 

We made a contribution to the initial 
cost of producing the temperance film, 
Far From Alone, and have shown it to 
our youth groups. We also help support 
the Michigan Temperance Foundation. 

At election time in 1956 we distributed 
citizenship bulletins in our church and 
promoted registration and voting. We 
continually try to keep alert to any 
legislation which ought to be receiving 
church attention. 

Last Sept. 25 the Rev. A. Dudley 
Ward, general secretary of the Board of 
Social and Economic Relations, visited 
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it 


worked 


for 
us 


our church and presented the challenge 
of the whole field of Christian social 
relations. 

We believe that a concerted effort by 
all members of First Church can make 
our Christian social relations commission 
an effective instrument in the commu- 
nity. 

Mrs. Currrorp Kuapp, chairman, 

commission on Christian social rela- 

tions 


Around World in 96 Minutes 


Wesley Church, Bloomington, IIl. 


Phileas Fogg of novel and film fame 
was a piker going around the world in 
80 days. At Wesley Church they did it 
in 96 minutes! 

The occasion was a World Missions 
Exposition held afternoons and evenings 
on a Monday and Tuesday last Novem- 
ber. It was so successful that the com- 
mission on missions voted to have a 
similar exposition next fall. 

The exposition was planned as an all- 
family educational display of Methodist 
missions around the world. In the atmos- 
phere of an airplane tour, free passage 
tickets were given at the door for a trip 
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Airline map of Wesley Church’s 


around the world in 96 minutes—the 
time needed to “do” the exhibits. 

Tickets designated landings at booths 
representing visits to mission stations in 
Africa, India, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, 
Sumatra, Sarawak, Formosa, Korea, 
Japan, Okinawa, Alaska, Hawaii, Bolivia, 
other Latin American countries and mis- 
sions in the United States. 

It was sponsored by Wesley Church’s 
commission on missions, of which Mrs. 
G. E. Hartenbower is chairman. Many 
church members contributed articles they 
had gathered abroad for use in booths. 
Individuals sponsored the 20 displays. 

There was a continuous showing of 
pictures and movies in several booths. A 
closing program featured two films each 
evening. 

The total program was open to all 
without charge. Families were invited. 
An invitation was extended to churches 
within a radius of 50 miles and members 
from 25 churches of the area visited the 
exposition. 

Howarp B. Osorn 
Illinois Conference missionary secretary 


Service Links Church to India 


Covenant Church, Evanston, IIl. 


Our All-Missions Day service at Cove- 
nant Church helped the people to see 
what their gifts are doing—and could do 
—in India. 

Bishop J. Waskom Pickett spoke, but it 
was young people of our church who 
dramatized missions. During the service 
20 of them came forward with placards 
bearing the names of Indian students 
whom Covenant is supporting through 
scholarships. Behind them were 10 other 
young people with blank cards, waiting 
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“world tour.’ 


7: 
Wowie” STATIONS 


Howard B. Oborn 
pastor’s assistant, 


’ 


George Robinson, 


points out mission stations represented in the exposition. 
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for 10 more names. Also up front were 
a young woman with a model of a church 
that we had sponsored in India and a 
young man with a model of a church we 
hoped someone else might want to spon- 
sor. 

As a result of this presentation, we re- 
ceived pledges for 10 more $50 scholar- 
ships for Indian students and two more 
subscriptions for $200 to build churches 
in Indian villages. We received also 10 
subscriptions to the Church Builders 
Club of Rock River Conference, $200 
toward our church’s refugee fund, and 
$150 in gifts for work among American 
Indians in the Southwest and for other 
causes. 

We definitely plan to continue Ali- 
Missions Day in the future, but hope to 
come up with a new and even better idea 
to dramatize it. 

Epwin S. Hunt, pastor 


Men’s Club Helps the Blind 
London (Ky.) Church 
We Methodist Men of London, Ky., 


are having a wonderful time witnessing 
and working for our God and his son, 
Jesus. We—some 40 of us—have been 
filling pulpits for churches throughout 
Kentucky Conference and at times speak 
in churches of other conferences. We 
teach Sunday-school classes, work with 
our fellowmen in becoming Christians 
and help convert them to Jesus’ way of 
life. 

Our greatest challenge has been plac- 
ing the Talking Book edition of The 
Upper Room in homes where there are 
persons who are visually handicapped. 
This year we have been able to bring 
daily devotions to a number of homes in 
this way. 

A man of 65 or 70 sits at his home on 


or reer 


vA 


Dan Davis 
Fred Rader, blind high school junior, shows 
Reuel Buchanan of Methodist Men how he 
uses the Talking Book edition of The 
Upper Room with his family. 
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a lonely road while his daughter keeps 
house for him. Before going blind he 
read his Bible daily and was a conscien- 
tious church-goer. Since being afflicted 
he had become hardened toward the 
church and God’s spirit. We approached 
the man’s son about the idea of getting 
the Talking Book edition of The Upper 
Room to him. Methodist Men left one 
record with the son while we prayed 
about the best approach. A few days 
later the man’s granddaughter picked up 
the record and played it for her grand- 
father. He was won to Christ by it and 
now is anxious to hear the devotions 
daily. 

A blind boy who is a junior at the 
county high school and makes A’s in 
his classes says his whole family “reads” 
The Upper Room through Talking 
Books. When his brother, also blind and 
learning to be a welder, comes home from 
school, he always plays the daily devo- 
tions for the whole family. 

One of our men bought a record player 
for a blind lady to use until she could 
obtain a Talking Book machine from the 
federal government. When he went to 
pick up the record player, the lady 
wanted to make sure The Upper Room 
would continue to come. 

A lady who is blind and almost deaf 
must play her Upper Room record very 
loud. As you approach her home you can 
hear the daily meditation right out in 
the street. 

The experiences could be had by every 
Methodist Men’s club in the country. 
It is a great satisfaction to witness to 
those who are not as fortunate as we. 
Your club can get for one blind person 
a gift subscription to the Talking Book 
edition of The Upper Room for only $10 
a year. 

Reuet Bucwanan, chairman 
project committee 


Notre—For a descriptive leaflet on the 
Talking Book project, write to the Board 
of Lay Activities, 740 Rush St., Chicago 
11, Ill. Records are ordered from The 
Upper Room, 1908 Grand Ave., Nash- 
ville 5, Tenn. 


World Friendship Banquet 
Brookside Church, Jackson, Mich. 


Brookside Church began its school of 
missions with a World Friendship Ban- 
quet. 

Mrs. Charles Swan supervised and 
cooked much of the Indian meal, which 
was served to 80 people in Indian style. 
Boiled rice, curry, tomato and onion 
salad with yogurt dressing, nuts and 
fried noodles, chutney and chapatties 
were eaten without the aid of cutlery. 

The senior MYF girls, dressed in 
colorful saris, helped serve the food and 


passed a large finger bowl and towel, 
which served in place of napkins. Every- 
one fell into the spirit of the Indian meal 
and a wonderful fellowship was felt. 

After the meal, Leonard Moseman con- 
ducted devotions and introduced Dr. 
Charles Swan of Albion College, who 
spent 13 years on the mission field in 
India. He gave a comprehensive picture 
of the culture of India and southeastern 
Asia. A guest of the Swans, Joel P. Sun- 
derlal from Ajmer, India, spoke briefly 
on the joy of Christian fellowship as he 
found it in America. 

Garrett Cope, who spent some time in 
India during the war, displayed art ob- 
jects and curios, photographs, water 
colors and oil paintings. 

Micuican Curist1AN ADVOCATE 


Panel, Film Teach Temperance 


Providence Church, Dare, Va. 


To Your Health, film on alcoholism 
produced by the World Health Organiza- 
tion of the United Nations, is a most un- 
usual and pointed film. Viewers will re- 
call it for many years. Here is the way 
we made use of it. 

We announced To Your Health as an 
integral part of a MYF meeting. Publicity 
was sent to all the MYFers and 66 of 
them assembled in the sanctuary (com- 
pared with a total church membership of 
358). The evening program began with 
hymns and Scripture. 

The film was shown. Immediately 
after it, we had a panel discussion with 
a question period. The panelists were 
Lewis H. Simpson, athletic director at 
York High School, and Judge W. E. 
Hogge of York County. Each took about 
five minutes to interpret the filmed effects 
of alcohol as they relate to their specific 
areas. 

Coach Simpson emphasized that any 
consumption of alcohol is incompatible 
with good health, that no athlete can do 
his best if he drinks. Judge Hogge 
pointed out that, though records do not 
always show a true picture of the effects 
of alcohol in crime and domestic rela- 
tions, he finds that 50 per cent of all 
juveniles brought before him are there 
partly because of the role of alcohol in 
their lives. The judge said that in excess 
of 60 per cent of all traffic cases had 
alcohol as a contributory factor and that 
nearly 75 per cent of all domestic rela- 
tions cases brought before him involved 
the use of alcoholic beverages to varying 
degrees. 

Questions by the young people elicited 
further startling and helpful remarks. 
The evening was well spent in the cause 
of youth abstinence. 

LeRoy Davis, pastor 
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Ne after-Easter let down 


Nearly every church has a special devotional em- 
phasis during Lent. With The Upper Room many 
thousands of churches have found a convenient way to 
carry over this pre-Easter emphasis. The Upper Room 
has specially written and selected meditations for the 
Lenten period, but it does not stop with Easter. The same 
care and consideration is used with the meditations for 
every day of the year. Users of The Upper Room feel no 
after-Easter letdown. They find a ready guide for daily de- 
votions every day. 


During Easter evangelistic programs, new members coming 
into churches appreciate guidance in the holy habits so essential 
for a growing faith. Copies of The Upper Room encourage them 
in daily Bible reading, prayer, and meditation. 


Be sure you have enough copies of The Upper Room to meet your needs for this time of year. Take ad- 
vantage of the proven value of The Upper Room in carrying over the Easter impact. Bulk orders of The Upper 
Room are 7¢ per copy when ten or more copies of one issue go to one address. All bulk orders are sold on 
consignment. Order now the copies you need. 














Sample Literature Pachet 


Helpful in choosing appropriate literature 
for your racks and tables, the Spiritual Help 
Packet includes 35 different, inexpensive book- 
lets. The packet contains 12 booklets of the 
Devotional Classics and 5 booklets in each of 
the following series: Prayer Series, Problem 
Series, Comfort Series, and Family Series. 
Three other popular booklets are included. All 
are 34% by 6 inches in size. A handy slipcase 
keeps them in order on your desk or bookshelf. 
These booklets sell for 15¢ each. You pay only 
7¢ each when you order one hundred or more 
at a time. Your order may be assorted. (10 or 
more copies, 10¢ each.) 


Send today for the Spiritual Help Packet. $3.00 
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The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn, 


The Upper Room is the Devotional Literature Department 
of the General Board of Evangelism of The Methodist Church 











THE METHODIST STORY’s March covers—Front: Russell 
Taylor and the Lord’s Acre on his farm are part of the 
story of the rural church film and a reminder of Rural 
Life Sunday. Back: Chaplain Donald F. Bliss, one of 600 


Methodist military chaplains on active duty, tries the 


wheel of “Old Ironsides” at Boston shipyard. 
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